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Institutional Members 


California 
Los Angeles Public Library, Los Angeles 


Texas Co., Los Angeles 
Connecticut 


Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Co., Hartford 
Yale University Library, New Haven 


Delaware 


du Pont de Nemours, E. I., Wilmington 


Illinois 
Allyn, A. C. & Co., Chicago 
Byllesby & Co., H. M., Chicago 
Chicago Tribune, Chicago 
Commonwealth Edison Company, Chicago 
Elizabeth McCormick Memorial Fund, Chi- 
cago 
Illinois Chamber of Commerce, Chicago 
Insurance Library of Chicago 
Rosenwald Industrial Museum, Chicago 


Indiana 


Lincoln National Life Insurance Co., Fort 
Wayne 


Maryland 


Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & Power 
Co., Baltimore 
Maryland Casualty Co., Baltimore 


Massachusetts 


Baker Library—Harvard School of Business 
Administration, Boston 

Boston Elevated Railway, Boston 

Boston Globe, Boston 

Christian Science Monitor, Boston 

Edison Electric Illuminating Co., Boston 

Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 

First National Bank, Boston 

Insurance Library Association of Boston 

Jackson & Moreland, Boston 

Library Bureau—Remington Rand, Boston 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Li- 
brary, Cambridge 

Metcalf & Eddy, Boston 

Old Colony Trust Co., Boston 


*New members joined since last issue of Special Libraries. 


Social Law Library, Boston 
Stone & Webster, Boston 


Michigan 
*Detroit News, Detroit 
General Motors Corporation, Detroit 


Missouri 


Kansas City Power & Light 
Kansas City 


Company, 


New Jersey 


Bakelite Corporation, Bloomfield. 

Combustion Utilities Corporation, Linden, 
N. J. 

New Jersey Bell Telephone Company, Newark 

Newark Public Library, Business Branch, 
Newark 

Public Service Corporation of New Jersey, 
Newark 

Standard Oil Development Co., Elizabeth 


New York 


Alexander Hamilton Institute, New York 

American Bankers’ Association, New York 

American Electric Railway Association, New 
York 

American Geographical Society, New York 

American Institute of Accountants, New York 

American Management Association, New York 

American Museum of Natural History, New 
York 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
New York 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co., General 
Library, New York 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co., Law 
Library, New York 

Association of Life Insurance Presidents, New 
York 

Baker & Taylor Co., New York 

Bankers Trust Co., N. Y. C. 

Barrington Associates, New York 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, New York 

Beeler Organization, New York 

Bell Telephone Laboratories, New York 

Blackman Co., New York 

British Library of Information, New York 
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Brooklyn Edison Company, Brooklyn 

Brookmire Economic Service, New York 

Child Study Association, New York 

Cleanliness Institute Library, New York 

Consolidated Gas Co. of New York 

*Davissonn, Manice, New York 

*Doherty, Henry L. & Co., New York 

Electric Bond & Share Co., New York 

Federal Reserve Bank of New York 

Fleischmann Company, New York 

Ford, Bacon & Davis, New York 

General Electric Co., Main Library, Sche- 
nectady 

Grant Co., W. T., New York 

Grosvenor Library, Buffalo 

Guaranty Company of New York 

Haskins & Sells, N. Y. C. 

Industrial Relations Counselors, New York 

John Price Jones Corporation, New York 

Longmans, Green & Company, New York 

McCall Company, New York 

Merchants Association of New York 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New 
York 

Municipal Reference Library, New York 

National Association of Manufacturers, New 
York 

National Automobile Chamber of Commerce, 
New York 

National City Financial Library, New York 

New Jersey Zinc Company, New York 

New York Telephone Company, New York 

New York Times, The, New York 

North American Company, New York 

Price, Waterhouse & Co., New York 

Putnam's Sons, G. P., New York 


*Railway & Utilities Investing Corp., New 
York 


Russell Sage Foundation, New York 

Sinclair Refining Co., New York 

Standard Statistics Company, New York 
The Port of New York Authority, New York. 
United States Rubber Company, New York 


*New members joined since last issue of Special Libraries. 
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Western Union Telegraph Company, New York 
White & Kemble, New York 
Wilson Co., H.W., New York 


Ohio 


General Electric Co., Research Laboratory, 


Cleveland 
Ohio Oil Co., Findlay 


Proctor & Gamble, Cincinnati 


Oklahoma 
U. S. Bureau of Mines, Bartlesville 


Pennsylvania 


Armstrong Cork Co., Lancaster 

Franklin Institute, Philadelphia 

Houghton, E. F. & Co., Philadelphia 

Jones & Laughlin Steel Company, Pittsburgh 

Mellon Institute, Pittsburgh. 

New Jersey Zinc Co., Palmerton 

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science, 
Philadelphia 

Philadelphia Electric Company, Philadelphia 

Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, Phila- 
delphia 

Pittsburgh Railways Company, Pittsburgh 

Provident Mutual Life Insurance Co., Phila. 

School of Fine Arts, Univ. Penna., Phila. 

Westinghouse Electric Research Library, E. 
Pittsburgh 


Wyomissing Trade School, Wyomissing 
Rhode Island 

Rhode Island State Library, Providence 
Wisconsin 


First Wisconsin National Bank, Milwaukee 
Marshall Ilsley Bank, Milwaukee 
Schuster & Co., Edward Inc., Milwaukee 


Canada 


Hydroelectric Power Commission of Ontario, 
Toronto 

Imperial Life Assurance Co. of Canada, Toronto 

Insurance Institute of Montreal, Montreal. 

Royal Bank of Canada, Montreal 

Toronto Transportation Commission, Toronto 
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Music Library of The National Broadcasting 
Company" 


By W. Perceval-Monger, Historian of Music, National Broadcasting Co. 


F I have understood my mission here 

correctly it is to try to explain to you 
the functioning of a modern music 
library, as applied to the business of 
broadcasting. It is through the courtesy 
of my genial manager of department, 
Mr. Nicholas de Vore that I am here. 
He assures me that I am in the same 
position as the average book reviewer— 
I speak fluently of my subject because 
I know very little about it. 

It has been my privilege to watch the 
growth of our National Broadcasting 
Company’s music library from four blank 
walls to 25,000 pieces valued at $150,000, 
and this does not include the 5,000 
pieces of the New York Symphony 
Orchestra’s library, valued at $60,000, 
which has been quite recently added. 
From a handful of books we now have a 
rather comprehensive and steadily grow- 
ing reference library of books in four 
languages. A mass of musical and 
literary research material has been col- 
lected. With a rapidly growing organiza- 
tion on our hands, books and music are 
being added at a daily rate that is a little 


staggering. We get music and books 
from varied sources, complimentary 
from the publishers, and gifts from 
friends all across the country, with, of 
course, the necessary additions by pur- 
chase. The rental of music which we do 
not require to buy, for temporary use, is 
a separate section of our department, as 
this music is returned to its owners, and 
does not add to our stock. 

May I explain briefly what I have seen 
at the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany’s studios at 711 Fifth Avenue, in 
my term of service with this organiza- 
tion, rather than burden you with the 
details of library economy, with which 
you are already familiar. Our building 
was specially constructed, and we had 
the pleasure as well as the tremendous 
labor of moving in from 195 Broadway, 
(where WEAF was installed), and from 
the old Aeolian Building, 33 West 42nd 
Street, (where WJZ had its temporary 
home), into a brand new house. The 
business of broadcasting over two huge 
networks went on uninterruptedly. We 
did not lose a minute of “‘air,”’ nor a 


*Address before New York Special Libraries Association, February 27, 1929. 
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single word of speech, nor a note of 
music in this transfer. This was made 
possible only by careful planning, by the 
minutest dovetailing of departmental 
work, and by the use of every con- 
ceivable emergency measure, mechan- 
ical and human, to avoid a possible 
slip-up anywhere. 


As I say, the library moved in orderly 
procession into a large room which con- 
tained four walls and the usual lighting. 
Into this room specially made steel 
shelving was set-up under a scheme de- 
vised by Mr. DeVore, manager of the 
department. It required also a service 
counter for the delivery of music, and 
large pigeon holes—rather like the 
General Post Office delivery boxes—into 
which the various ‘“‘hours of music’ could 
be placed by the assistant librarians and 
taken out by the artists and conductors 
responsible for rehearsals and perform- 
ances, and returned in the same manner, 
but by the return route. 


If you are interested in the personnel 
required to handle this work, we have a 
Manager of Department in charge of 
literary and musical property and of 
performing rights and copyrights, with 
three assistants; Chief of Library Main- 
tenance, with four assistants; Chief of 
Programme Supply with six assistants; 
Chief of Musical and Literary Reference 
with three assistants; Chief of Musical 
and Literary Research with three assist- 
ants; Chief of Purchasing Books and 
Music Department, with two assistants; 
Chief Arranger,» with nine assistants. 
While this Department is a vital one, it 
is only one of many others, similarly 
important which make up our organiza- 
tion. When the Musical and Literary 
Research Department, which includes 
the music and book library, becomes un- 
wieldy, it is “‘multiplied by division,” 
that is, a sub-department is broken off 
and allowed. to develop under its own 
immediate chief. This has happened 
twice already. The arrangers of music 
have their own room and the music- 
supply department has two adjoining 
rooms. 

As we are doing seventy programmes, 
either entirely musical or partly musical 
every day, a rigid routine is necessary. 
Our networks have an average of thirty 
cities each as key-stations, or fifty cities 
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on both networks, while for events of 
national importance, such as Washing- 
ton’s Birthday, the Inauguration, or 
Christmas Greetings, we reach out to a 
hundred key cities covering practically 
the entire country and a good part of 
Canada. If the music required for these 
programmes is not on our shelves, it 
must be purchased or rented. If—al- 
ready in our possession or available by 
purchase or rental—it is not in the ar- 
rangement for the special 35 or 50 piece 
orchestras that we use, or for the smaller 
combinations, then our arrangers are 
set to work on the scores and the work is 
reduced to the proper key required and 
to the proper instrumentation that will 
produce the effect we require in the 
studio. If the ‘“hour’’ be made up of 
several separate operas or works, then 
our arrangers may be called upon to 
write original connecting links of music 
to connect up the existing music, or 
they may have to write special in- 
cidental music if the hour be a dramatic 
one, calling for special music, martial or 
romantic, for example. 

I have tried to explain that the music 
for each programme is routed out in a 
complete set, that is, each instrumental- 
ist receives on his desk all the parts, 
violin, oboe, or bassoon, in which only 
he is interested. He is not involved in 
that which concerns other instruments. 
The return of the music to the library 
is made by one of the assistant librarians. 
He collects it directly from the desks 
in the studio, it is returned to the music 
library, resorted into works, instead of 
parts, and it is then returned to the 
alphabetic file, where, under the com- 
poser’s name, it is available for im- 
mediate use the next day, or the next 
hour, if occasion demands. 

One of our major problems is to find 
the time and the place for the pressure 
upon us caused by steady expansion. 
Every facility in the music library must 
be elastic, in practically all directions. 
The physical equipment of the library 
must also have a large degree of elas- 
ticity. Already one room has grown into 
two large rooms. With the increasing 
vogue for chamber music and _ part- 
music these two sections are clamouring 
for a room to themselves. Popular music 
of the jazz type is setting up a clamour 
that is even a little louder. 








—=_-= Fs phe mh Th fF ~~ bee 


oOo =" ®@ =—saess SKS DOU 


—- 
— 


929 


of 
ng- 

or 
Oa 
ally 
of 
ese 
=z 
-al- 


ar- 
ece 
ller 
are 
k is 
ind 
will 
the 
. of 
hen 

to 
1sic 

or 


itic 
l or 


Isic 
na 
tal- 
rts, 
nly 
| in 
nts. 
ary 
ins. 
sks 
1sic 
| of 
the 
»m- 


ext 


ind 
ure 
ion. 
just 
ons. 
ary 
las- 
nto 
sing 
art- 
‘ing 
sic 
our 








April, 1929 


The functioning of the Musical and 
Literary Research Department includes 
the finding and writing of historic and 
descriptive notes about the music itself, 
something of the composer’s life, a little 
sketch of the origin of the music, its 
mood, its words, ii any, and its special 
significance on acertain programme. In- 
cidental music may have to be written 
for a special dramatic or commercial 
programme, and if this incidental music 
be not available, then our highly- 
skilled department of arrangement and 
composition sets to work and original 
music is soon written. In this last de- 
partment we claim a large success for 
we have American, French, German, 
Hungarian, Polish and even English 
arrangers and composers, all of whom 
have musical history well above the 
average, and technical skill that amounts 
in some cases to genius. 


I would like to explain the difference 
between a sustaining and another form 
of programme—the commercial or sub- 
sidized one. When you hear a purely 
artistic programme given on the air, it 
is rendered as a direct gift, without the 
hope of any reward, for the purpose of 
“sustaining’’ your interest in listening 
to the radio. It is this state of mind that 
prepares you, we believe, for the com- 
mercial programmes which have to do 
with some product which the manu- 
facturers claim should find a place in 
your homes. 


We also have a large library of copy- 
right-law volumes, in which are regis- 
tered all the copyrights on books and 
music in recent years. This is our guide, 
in the hands of Mr. De Vore, against any 
possible violation of copyright law, and 
it protects us from suit for the use on 
the radio of any piece of music against 
which there are copyright restrictions. 
We are most anxious to keep faith with 
the composers, authors and the owners 
of copyrights, and this department re- 
quires constant watching. Its success is 
proclaimed in the fact that we have 
never been sued under copyright law 
in our entire existence. 

Our work is done in co-operation with 
the gentlemen of our selling force, with 
the program department itself, with the 
advertisers and sponsoring corporations, 
such as the Radio Corporation of 
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America, with our announcers and with 
the ladies and gentlemen of the press. 
This requires a triple index or catalogue 
of all the music that we have available. 
We must first have a complete title index, 
an index of composers (in case the titles 
are unknown or forgotten), and in addi- 
tion we have a very necessary subject 
index. Here the grand operas, light 
operas, cantatas, symphonies, concertos, 
and chamber music can be readily found. 
Also the music of peace, of war, of moon- 
light, of roses, of home and mother— 
and sometimes father is found in the 
index. Songs of children and childhood 
must be readily available, symphonies 
of victory or of loss, works of floods and 
disasters, the songs of birds, the hum- 
ming of insects, and even the rustle of 
leaves in the Spring ... these have 
their places on ‘atmospheric’ pro- 
grammes, and we must not forget the 
old-timers, the fireside songs—for the 
American fireside (which the pessimists 
claim is rapidly disappearing) remains a 
great symphony to many good Ameri- 
cans—the songs of hopeful longing, and 
the sad songs of hopeless, blighted 
romances. (These latter varieties add a 
great deal to the lives of those who have 
not yet entered the romantic age... 
or to those who have long since aban- 
doned that ideal state.) These simpler 
programmes have preference, in the 
minds of many, to the Hours with Great 
Composers, the Lavender and Lace Pro- 
grammes of Milady’s Court Musicians, 
Great Moments in the World’s History, 
Great Figures of All Time, and Great 
Events of Our Day, when national 
figures, presidents, generals and admirals 
of glorious history speak to you. But 
the radio is a truly democratic institu- 
tion and we must find something for 
everybody. 


In conclusion it is my duty to invite 
you to inspect at any time with the 
briefest notice—and preferably in the 
evenings—the actual working of the 
National Broadcasting Company’s stu- 
dios, its library and its musical and 
literary research department. I would 
like to thank you all for this oppor- 
tunity to appear before you, and ex- 
plain, as I have said a fascinating 
business of which I know very little. 
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Answering and Analyzing Special Requests 
for Information 


By Mary Bostwick Day, Librarian, National Safety Council, Chicago 


NE of the administrative duties of 

the librarian of a large national as- 
sociation is to see that all inquiries for 
information, requiring some investiga- 
tion and research should be answered 
completely and promptly. 

The requests will be received by mail, 
by telegram, by telephone and by per- 
sonal calls. 

Handling such requests for informa- 
tion in any association should be an 
integral part of the service of the or- 
ganization. It is a job which should be 
fraught with interest, pleasure and much 
hard work to the librarian who has been 
building up, by systematic and _ in- 
telligent acquisitions a highly special- 
ized library, and feels now in a position 
to advertise and render a dynamic in- 
formation bureau service to his or- 
ganization. 

Taken for granted that the librarian 
has an intelligent knowledge of sources of 
information, acquired through profess- 
ional library training plus a college back- 
ground, years of experience, is patient, 
faithful to his trust, persistent in his 
search for information, has a good sense 
of humor and a real spirit of helpful social 
service, we are now ready to take up 
some of the more concrete problems 
which will confront him. 

The requests for information that pour 
in from the four corners of the earth, 
will be varied in scope. Some requests 
will require considerable research in his 
own library and elsewhere, others will 
be almost instantly answered. Some will 
come from big business and industrial 
executives, others from engineers, fore- 
men, schools and colleges, students, 
technical and trade organizations, Cham- 
bers of Commerce, governmental de- 
partments, and many other sources. 
If the request is a legitimate one, the 
maximum of service will be rendered, and 
every effort put forth to solve the 
particular problem asked for. If the 
request is outside our field, we will 
endeavor to turn it over to the librarian 


who is a specialist in that particular 
field. 

With these more or less general re- 
marks, I am going to confine the balance 
of this paper to my own personal ob- 
servations during the past 13 or more 
years in administering two association 
libraries. 

Over 700 requests for definite informa- 
tion, requiring some research are received 
each month in the National Safety 
Council, Library and Information Bu- 
reau. These requests are all opened bya 
clerk at the central mail desk each A. M. 
and periodically during the day, and are, 
immediately, upon receipt, regardless 
to whom directed, forwarded to the 
Library for the fulfillment of the request. 

Upon receipt in the Library, each 
request is stamped with the date and 
time received, and date and time com- 
pleted. This record stamped on the 
letter or telegram gives the information 
on just how long the Library held up the 
request in the process of compilation of 
the desired information. A “‘reference 
statistical’? sheet is also kept for each 
inquiry. Each sheet contains the 
history of the request from the time it 
entered the Library—date and time re- 
ceived and answered, firm and _ in- 
dividual name, who asked for the in- 
formation, subject of the inquiry and 
just what was furnished—how many 
books, pamphlets, clippings, photo- 
graphs, etc. On the right hand corner is 
noted the initials of the person who 
wrote the reply. If the request has some 
especially interesting feature, such as 
some item of news value for the monthly 
report, it is starred in the left hand 
corner. These slips are kept for two 
purposes— 

1. As a protection to the librarian. 
If, by any chance, the correspondence 
should be lost in the office, the whole 
history of the inquiry will be found in the 
Library. 

2. These sheets will also be used as 
a basis for the librarian’s monthly report 
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to the management. All the necessary 
statistical information, such as circula- 
tion, number of requests, etc., will be 
readily available. 

These sheets are arranged chronically 
by results and kept for six months. 
There seems to be no need, in our Li- 
brary, to keep them longer. If the re- 
quest is of a bibliographical nature, the 
librarian handles the request. If of an 
engineering nature, one of the engineers 
receives the assembled portfolio to write 
the letter. If the request covers health 
of the worker, occupational diseases and 
allied subjects, the request goes to the 
staff physician. And so in the office 
there are many specialists ready to co- 
operate with the library staff and sup- 
plement the library service by their 
expert opinion. When an informational 
letter has been dictated in the office a 
carbon copy is sent to the library files 
rather than to the central correspondence 
files. The information embodied in a 
letter, as you know, may be far more 
important and up-to-date than any data 
published in books, magazines and 
pamphlets. 

I am going to give a few samples of 
diversified inquiries received recently in 
our Library. 


Inquiry: ‘‘As natural gas is more and more 
replacing artificial gas in the sections of the 
country where natural gas is readily accessible, 
we are interested in learning if this change 
increases the liability of accidents. We would 
like to know if there are any statistics of the 
number of accidents and of explosions that have 
occurred to the consumers of natural gas as 
compared to consumers of artificial gas and 
if these records would be available to us. Also, 
can you furnish us with the names and per- 
centage of the components of both gases, 
together with their chemical and _ physical 
properties, particularly those which render 
them hazardous.”’ 

Answer: ‘‘Reference is made to your letter of 
February 12, captioned ‘‘Hazards of Natural 
and Artificial Gas.’’ We are sending you a 
copy of the report of the Committee of the 
Accident Prevention Committee at the 1927 
Convention of the American Gas Association. 
This report includes statistics on accidents 
caused by manufactured gas and by natural 
gas. On page 13, under the caption ‘‘How to 
adjust gas burners”’ information is given as to 
the appearance of the flame when introduced 
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into burners that have been using artificial 
gas. On page 14, the necessity for proper 
ventilation is emphasized. On page 2 of 
Technical Paper 362 of the U. S. Bureau of 
Mines, appears the information you requested 
regarding the components of natural gas. On 
pages 38 and 39, in the book ‘‘Outline of Indus- 
trial Chemistry, by Tholt, is given a complete 
description of natural, coal and water gas, 
which, I believe covers the information you have 
requested... ”’ 

Inquiry: ‘‘Will you kindly send me the name 
of the concern that manufactures guards for 
water glasses for locomotives and locomotive 
cranes?” 

Answer: ‘Il am giving you the names of several 
companies that manufacture gauge glass guards. 
You will find these companies listed on the at- 
tached sheet and in order that you may save 
time and trouble in getting in touch with them 
I have taken the liberty of asking them to send 
you descriptive literature and prices.” 

Inquiry: ‘‘Please send me material for the 
organization of a safety patrol in our school.” 
Answer: ‘‘We have a 100-page handbook on 
the subject of Junior Safety Councils, including 
safety patrols . . . This pamphlet contains the 
most complete and up-to-date information that 
is available. It sells for 50 cents.” 

Inquiry: ‘‘We have had several cases of 
dermatitis which we believe due to the use 
of an accelerator known as trimene base. Have 
you any report on this accelerator or have any 
other users of this product reported difficulties 
along this line?”’ 

Answer: ‘‘The answer necessitated a question- 
naire to our members. The final portfolio of 
replies consisted of some eight letters from firms 
having the same problem. 


Periodically it is essential that we take 
an inventory of our reference work. We 
should then ask ourselves such questions, 
as the following: 


1. Are the majority of members using the 
Library? 

2. Can we advertise our service in a more 
attractive and comprehensive fashion. 

3. Can we increase our output in less time? 
Are there any short cuts which we can 
take? 

, 4. Can our library resources be built up 

along more definite lines? What, in 
other words, are our weak spots? 


We next should inventory our actual 
inquiries to obtain the trend of interests. 
We can arrange our reference slips, by 
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company name, by individual name, by 
type of industry and by subjects. We 
can compare the current months circula- 
tion and number of inquiries with the 
corresponding months of the past five 
years. This will show us whether we are 
going forward, or slipping backward. 


Foreign Files in the 
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With monthly analysis of the reference 
work, and by an annual analysis we can 
obtain an exact status of where we stand, 
Such a taking of stock of our activities, 
gives us a prospective and a yardstick 
to use in the future. 


Library of the U. §. 


Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
By Mary G. Lacy, Librarian 


OR many years office files of manu- 

script material relating to agri- 
culture in foreign countries have been 
maintained in the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. This material came chiefly 
from the consular offices and much of it 
was very valuable but very little of it 
was utilized in such a way as to make it 
immediately useful to those who could 
profit by it. A few years ago the foreign 
statistical work of the Department was 
reorganized and greatly strengthened 
and as one of the means to this end these 
“foreign files’’ were completely over- 
hauled and a system worked out co- 
operatively between the library of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, which 
was given charge of the files, and the 
Division of Statistical and Historical 
Research of the same Bureau, which 
became the chief user of them. The two 
outstanding prerequisites in working out 
a system were that this material should 
reach the ultimate user within an hour 
or so of its receipt and that it should have 
been recorded and charged in such a 
way that some knowledge of its contents 
was available and its whereabouts 
known. 

This material covers acreage, pro- 
duction and yield of crops grown in 
foreign countries, crop and _ livestock 
conditions at frequent intervals, statis- 
tics of production and slaughter of live- 
stock, co-operative marketing, possi- 
bilities of export trade and many other 
subjects of importance to the American 
farmer. 

A special messenger goes to the State 
Department every afternoon and brings 
back the consular reports which have 


come in that day. These are entered, 
prepared for circulation and charged to 
individuals the first thing the next morn- 
ing. The very heart of the system is the 
knowledge of the assistant in charge as 
to the subject matter with which the 
men and women in the Division of 
Statistical and Historical Research are 
working. This changes from week to 
week and even from day to day and 
“eternal vigilance’ is necessary to keep 
informed of changes in assignment as 
work is completed. 

Unless the day’s work is unusually 
heavy the subjects are all assigned and 
reports are ready for distribution before 
noon, sometimes much earlier. Those 
reports destined for members of the 
Division of Statistical and Historical 
Research and the Library are delivered 
by our own messengers; those for other 
divisions or bureaus by the regular mail 
service of the department. The number 
of reports accessioned, varies widely. 
The amount of labor required for a given 
day’s allotment of consular reports varies 
as much as the number, although not 
in the same ratio. Half a dozen reports 
that have to be clipped can easily take 
as much time as 30 or 40 routine ones 
that exactly fit the subject headings of 
the file and present no difficulties in 
circulation. 

Each report is assigned a_ subject 
heading, which is stamped or written 
on the upper right hand corner. In the 
upper left hand corner are stamped the 
name of the country reported on, and 
the date. Beneath the date is placed 
the circulation arranged to fit each re- 
port. There are rubber stamps for nearly 
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all the countries from which a large 
number of reports are received, for most 
of the subject headings, and for those 
persons or offices who receive any large 
amount of material. The stamps save a 
great deal of time, insure legibility, and 
give a much neater appearance to the 
work. 

Nearly every day reports are received 
dealing with more than one subject. 
There are two methods of treatment in 
such cases. One is to cross index. The 
other, and usually better way, is to clip 
the various items, stamping on the first 
page the subjects under which the re- 
maining parts of the report are filed, 
and at the bottom of each clipped sheet: 
Original filed:—, placing the subject of 
the first page in the place of the blank 
given here. The latter method makes it 
possible to send different parts of a long 
report to several people at the same 
time and also to save time in looking 
up information in the files. 

After all the reports have been given 
a subject heading and the circulation 
arranged, the mailing date of each is 
underlined for convenience in filing. 
Then each is stamped: ‘‘Return to 
B. A. E. Library, Foreign Files, Room 
303,”" or, in addition: ‘‘Two day loan 
limit. For further use put your name 
at the bottom of the list.’’ This helps a 
good deal in keeping the reports moving. 
Next the reports are arranged alpha- 
betically by country and under each 
country by date. Then all are listed on 
letter size paper by country, date and 
title. Under the title of each is typed the 
order of the circulation, initials of the 
individuals to whom it is sent being 
used, and last of all the number as- 
signed by the State Department. The 
following is given as an example: 


Cuba 3-16-29 Export of Cuban vege- 
tables to United States 
during the first half of 
March, 1929 
LCW AGP F&V LCC 

303549 


When the first person on the list has 
finished with the report, it is returned, a 
line is drawn through his initials and 
the report is again sent out. 

When the entire list has been typed, 
each report and its title in the list are 
given the same accession number with a 
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numbering machine, so that it is always 
easy to locate a report on the list if the 
number is known. The report mentioned 
above, for instance, has the number 
62371 at the left of the word Cuba 
on the accessions sheet and also near the 
upper right hand corner of the report 
itself. When a report has finished 
circulating, it is stamped ‘‘File’’ and the 
same stamp is placed beside the State 
Department number on the margin 
of the accession sheet. These accession 
sheets are filed in a loose leaf binder for 
permanent record and constant refer- 
ence. 

About 70,000 reports, mostly type- 
written, are now filed in this unit. 
About 7,500 consular reports were re- 
ceived during the fiscal year 1927-28, 
about 1,350 from U. S. Department of 
Commerce, and more than 1,900 news- 
paper clippings from our Agricultural 
Commissioner in London, making a total 
of 13,588 items of this type handled. 
In addition, there are about 150 market 
reports received currently, the most of 
which are circulated, as also a rather 
large number of paper-covered books 
and pamphlets. Circulation of consular 
and commerce reports and those from 
our agents abroad for 1927-28 was, with- 
in the bureau, 15,921, and without the 
bureau, 3,692, making a total of almost 
20,000. 

As stated before, the determination of 
the circulation is probably the most 
important part of the work. On its ac- 
curacy depends whether the material 
reaches the proper person in time to be 
of any use in getting out the various 
publications of the department, in pre- 
paring letters, addresses, and cables, and 
in keeping the office records up to date. 

Visits are made to the different offices 
and individuals to whom reports are 
being circulated. Contacts thus made 
result in improvements in the circula- 
tion, and a much better idea of the work 
of the department gained than can be 
acquired in any other way. Cards are 
made for the persons and offices visited, 
giving a statement of the type of reports 
desired, together with the person’s 
office address, room and _ telephone 
number. A bureau or office card gives 
the type of material circulated with a 
cross reference to the personal card, 
which gives the contact. While this card 
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index is constantly at one’s elbow, it is 
necessary to know it practically by heart 
in order to make any speed in getting out 
reports. The circulation and therefore 
the card index are constantly changing to 
correspond with changes in assignment 
of the various workers who study the 
foreign situation. This adds to the 
difficulty and also to the interest of the 
work. 

When the reports are returned from 
circulation, they are placed in the 
assorting drawer, which has guide cards 
for subject only, thus automatically 
sorting them by subject; later they are 
sub-divided by country and filed, one 
subject at a time. They are then avail- 
able for research and comparison. The 
file is divided by broad subject headings, 
such as beverages, breadstuffs, hides 
and skins, oils and oilseeds, vegetables, 
wool. These files are arranged alpha- 
betically around three sides of the room. 
Under each subject the reports are ar- 
ranged in folders by country, and, in 
many cases, so many reports have been 
received from one country for one 
commodity that it has been necessary to 
subdivide by date, or to place certain 
series of reports in different folders. 

Beginning in the fall of 1927 a special 
index has been kept of some of the 
more interesting reports, covering a 
series of years, giving country, subject, 
number, title, author, date and a 
definite statement of the exact nature of 
the information contained therein. Prac- 
tically no tables have been listed for less 
than five years’ figures, and, as a general 
thing, only those commodities that 
seemed to be of especial interest to the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The 
greater part of this information is on 
acreage, yield, and production of the 
various agricultural products, with a 
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number of cards on livestock. A few 
reports have a certain amount of his. 
torical text with a lengthy description 
of some industry like tobacco in Sumatra 
or coffee in Sao Paulo, some reports 
being 100 pages or more in length. These 
are manuscript reports, usually consu- 
lar. This is the only attempt made in 
this unit to index the material for refer- 
ence. 

During the past few months there has 
been an unusual amount of research 
work done here. Various organizations 
have found these files a source of data 
for presentation at the tariff hearings. 
Other information required has included 
material on fruit, nuts, oils, olives, 
breadstuffs and crop conditions from 
Italy, France, Spain, Tunis, Algeria, and 
Morocco; agricultural wages in Italy 
and several other countries; agricultural 
labor in the Balkan states and Latin 
America; cost of production of turnips 
in Prince Edward Island; prices of 
fertilizers in Germany; prices of Philip- 
pine copra in London, 1924-28; land 
values in Germany, England, and Bel- 
gium. 

The system which has been described 
was worked out to meet a particular 
need. It has been adapted and changed 
to meet changes of conditions. It has 
been from the beginning most fortunate 
in the character and ability of the two 
persons who have had the responsibility 
of carrying it on—both of whom have 
been eager to see the files made as useful 
as possible in the work of the Depart- 
ment and have brought a high degree of 
mental alertness to the task. The 
system was inaugurated under Miss 
Jessie Ham, now in the Birmingham 
Public Library, and is being carried on 
and kept flexible and efficient by Miss 
May Coult. 


Nominating Committee Report 


The nominating Committee, Howard L. 
Stebbins, Chairman, submits the following list 
of candidates as officers for the ensuing year: 

President: William Alcott, Librarian, Bos- 
ton Globe, Boston, Mass. 

First Vice-President: Miss Florence Brad- 
ley, Librarian, Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Co., New York, N. Y. 

Second Vice-President: Miss Margaret 
Reynolds, First Wisconsin National 
Bank, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Secretary: Miss Marion Bowman, Librarian, 
Old Colony Trust Co., Boston, Mass. 
Treasurer: Miss Elizabeth O. Cullen, Ref- 
erence Librarian, Bureau of Railway 
Economics, Washington, D. C. 
Members of the Board: 


Angus Fletcher, Librarian, British Library 
of Information, New York, N. Y 


Arthur E. Bostwick, Librarian, Public 
Library, St. Louis, Mo. 
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What’s Wrong With Conventions ? 


VERYONE should read in Natton’s 

Business for March the bright satire 
on the modern conference by Seth Dun- 
ham, under the title ‘“‘I Know What’s 
Wrong with Conventions.”’ Mr. Dun- 
ham, a graduate of the Indiana School 
of Free Arm Movement Oratory, was a 
reporter in the press gallery at Wash- 
ington for many years and pays his 
respects to conventions in an out- 
spoken manner. 

He states ‘‘The outstanding difficulty 
with most conventions is that they are 
deadly dull. The reason for this is per- 
fectly obvious: The people who plan 
conventions usually forget that dele- 
gates are just boys and girls away from 
home on a holiday.’’ He continues: 
“Entertainment is a thing apart at most 
conventions. Usually, it is injected with 
apologies, two hours after the audience 
has passed out for lack of it. True, there 
always is an appropriation for music, 
paper hats and, possibly, roller chairs, 
but that is not the type of entertainment 
I mean. I refer to entertainment run- 
ning through all addresses, comments 
by the presiding officer, and the entire 
routine part of the program. Do not 
infer that I mean programs should be 
made more frivolous. There is a vast 
difference between frivolity and _ in- 
formation served in attractive style. 
One would be foolish to urge that more 
space be given Swiss bell ringers and 
musket jugglers but there is no reason 
why every address should not be en- 
tertaining.”’ 

The writer comments upon the con- 
tinued practice of securing speakers with 
big names and pays his respects to the 
speaker who overtalks his time. The 
writer adds: ‘‘The average speaker can 
tell much more than he knows, or at 
least more than will interest most people, 
in twenty minutes. If he can’t there is 
something wrong with his grasp of the 
subject. What most speakers do not 
understand is that if they register one 
thought in a single address they will do 
very well, and that almost any thought 
in a single address they will do very well, 
and that almost any thought in the 
world can be expressed in fifty words.”’ 
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Mr. Dunham humorously comments 
upon the paid speaker who delivers 
canned speeches and the methods of 
preparing a speech on the part of the 
average big executive. He gives this sug- 
gestion: ‘‘The ideal plan for an un- 
trained man to follow is to sit down with 
a trained writer, or speaker, work out a 
skeleton, have it cast into smooth form, 
and then learn to discuss it offhand. 
Memorizing it is a mistake. Few can 
do it. But all can get the high points, 
and, possibly with the aid of a card, 
talk them. Even if a speaker must read 
his piece, he always can have it well 
prepared. He always can get a trained 
man to help him.” 

The writer warns against the use of 
stories as illustrations as any story found 
in print is old. On the question of pre- 
pared addresses read by the author, Mr. 
Dunham delivers a barrage. He con- 
demns the presiding officer for leniency 
with long-winded speakers and makes a 
strong appeal for shorter and better 
speeches. He states: ‘‘Personally, I 
should do away with all speeches of more 
than ten minutes and have fewer and 
better ones. My idea of an ideal con- 
vention, and I firmly believe it is the 
idea of most of those who attend con- 
ventions, is to have as many persons 
speak as possible. Several years ago, in 
Washington, I ran a banquet and in- 
stead of having two or three speakers 
harangue the crowd for half an hour 
each, I let everyone present make a one 
minute speech. It was a glorious suc- 
cess, and I became convinced then that 
the way to make people enjoy any gath- 
ering is to give all of them an oppor- 
tunity to be heard.” 

He suggests the use of speakers 
planted in various parts of the hall as an 
inducement to floor discussion. He cites 
the experience of political conventions 
and the clever way in which the con- 
vention routine is handled, even includ- 
ing the well planned applause and 
stimulated excitement. 

After a shot at the standardized ban- 
quet, Mr. Dunham strongly attacks the 
literature output from the average con- 
vention. He suggests that instead of 
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handing out the complete texts of 
speeches delivered at the convention, a 
careful summary be prepared and placed 
in a booklet of twenty-four pages for 
distribution after the close of the con- 
vention. Mr. Dunham from his own 
experience states that by using this 
method he was able to summarize every 
speech in an introduction of less than one 
hundred words, and in addition put the 
most important excerpts from each 
speech in from fifty to four hundred 
words. The proceedings of the entire 
convention, covering thirty speeches, 
were summarized in approximately seven 
thousand words. 
He summarizes his ideas, as follows: 

‘Book only speakers who know the 

subject in which delegates are interested. 
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Compel speakers to prepare their 
talks well in advance, after consultation 
with convention officials. 

Prohibit the reading of papers in so 
far as possible. 

Limit speakers to twenty minutes 
and stop them at the end of that time. 

Try feeding delegates instead of 
banqueting them. 

Get as many different individuals 
to participate in your programs as 
possible. 

Find something new for the women 
to do. 

Summarize your high points in a 
brief booklet and deliver it to the dele- 
gate at home so he may get a cross 
section of your convention in the cool of 
the evening when his feet are not tired.” 


The Central Research Library of the 
Maryland Casualty Company® 
By Laura A. Woodward, Librarian 


HE Central Research Library, as 

it is known to the personnel of the 
Maryland Casualty Company, was organ- 
ized on April 12, 1926. The remarkable 
progress made since its inception date is 
most gratifying. With the limited a- 
mount of space at present allotted to the 
library it has been necessary to choose 
most carefully the material for itsshelves. 
Information relative to every branch of 
insurance the Company writes has been 
accumulated and numerous reference 
books, books on advertising, economics, 
psychology, business correspondence and 
technology have been purchased. The 
library aims to be ready at a moment’s 
notice to supply facts, figures and any 
specific information needed by an ex- 
ecutive, department manager or repre- 
sentative of the Company. 

At the present time approximately 
5,500 books and pamphlets are on file 
and some 2,000 odd clippings. The 
average monthly circulation of books 
and pamphlets is 450. This does not take 
into consideration the large number of 
readers who use the reference books in 
the library or the numerous inquiries 
and incidental services. 


Another service rendered is the routing 
of over one hundred magazines, all of 
which are looked over by the librarian 
for the purpose of calling to the atten- 
tion of those interested any new de- 
velopment or thought along the lines 
in which each is interested. 

Needless to say, the library staff works 
very closely with the research section of 
the Engineering and Rating Division 
which renders service to assured both 
in accident prevention work and puzzling 
problems such as the increase in pro- 
duction and the obtaining of material 
and equipment which may be useful on 
plant processes and operation. Every co- 
operation possible is extended to the 
students of the Home Office training 
school who are eager to learn more about 
the Company's business and the forms 
of coverages written. 

The library publishes bi-monthly a 
bulletin called ‘‘The Library Scope,” 
which is distributed to all employees 
of the company. It contains messages 
of interest, an occasional book review 
and the additions to the library. Those 
interested may obtain copies from the 
librarian, Laura A. Woodward. 


*The February issue of Special Libraries presented on the front cover a view of the Library of the Maryland Casualty 


Company. 
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Some Unusual Sources of Knowledge 
in Washington 


By Elizabeth O. Cullen, Reference Librarian, Bureau of Railway Economics 


NOWLEDGE sources in Washington 

before and after libraries are those per- 
sons and places from whom or from which 
are obtained the results of compilation, acci- 
dental discoveries, or careful research that 
are too new or too incomplete to have been 
made available in any form that librarians 
can get hold of. 

They are even more scattered than the 
libraries so that visitors proposing to go the 
rounds “for to admire and to see” are wise 
to plan their journey in easy stages arranged 
with regard to Washington geography so that 
speed without haste can be made and much 
of the unique atmosphere and beauty of the 
city imbibed in progress. 

Otherwise exhaustion is inevitable. More 
than one person has arrived confident of per- 
forming the improbable like “doing” the De- 
partment of Agriculture which is housed in 
forty-odd buildings with experimental sta- 
tions in adjoining sections of Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, in a single day, only to wind up the 
day so worn out that the next two are spent 
in bed,—the best possible way*to waste time 
in Washington. 

As for a general starting place, why not 
the Capitol? It is the most prominent item 
on the maps, and although time and real 
estate developments have caused a rearrange- 
ment of L’Enfant’s plan to have the Capitol 
the center of the city, it remains the logical 
point of departure for expeditions in search 
of unusual sources of knowledge. 

It is unusual enough in itself to repay 
hours of exploration of the building and the 
grounds. “Art and Artists in the Capital,” 
published by the United States Government 
Printing Office points out many things that 
most visitors miss and the appropriate place 
to begin reading it as well as to mark one’s 
pet map is on the stone bench shaded by the 
Washington Elm in the east plaza grounds. 

There is usually parking space in the east 
plaza, too, and it is convenient to a number 
of street-car lines connecting with all por- 
tions of the city. East, South, West, North,— 
it is a matter of personal choice as to which 
way one goes first, and afterwards. 


Stage 1, however, can well be the south- 
east section, the land boundaries of which are 
East Capitol Street from the Capitol to the 
Eastern Branch, South Capitol from the 
Capitol to the Anacostia River and which is 
entered via East Capitol Street with half a 
glance at the Library of Congress to see 
what trees and shrubs in the grounds are in 
bloom and a whole glance across the street 
at wistaria to the third story of an old house 
and clear to the top of a huge old tree in the 
front yard. The trees arching over the street 
for blocks and Lincoln Park with its tiny 
formal garden, its statue of Lincoln freeing 
the slaves, and some of the largest trees in 
Washington blocking the’ way at Ilth 
street will interest city planters and garden- 
ers on a small scale. Sociologists may want 
to visit the jail at 20th and B Streets, and 
Gallinger Hospital, the city hospital at 20th 
and D Streets. Historians will stop off at 
Congressional Cemetery on E, between 17th 
and 20th, while at 17th, Potomac Avenue 
leading to the Navy Yard on M between 4th 
and 9th Streets, provides a direct route. 


Providence Hospital with its interesting 
connection with the history of Washington 
and its rehabilitation and social service work 
will interest some and is at 2nd and B Streets, 
S.E. A return to the Capitol Grounds can 
be made up 2nd Street to B and west on B 
via the House Office Building between Ist 
and New Jersey Avenues to the present 
quarters of the Coast and Geodetic Survey 
where persons interested in maps can collect 
a number they hadn’t known were in exist- 
ence before. 


Maps and map collecting are excellent rea- 
sons to make the first trip in Stage 2, the 
Southwest section, the land boundaries of 
which are South Capitol Street on the east 
and the Mall on the north. The first trip is 
down to the Engineer Reproduction Plant. 
General directions may read “Go to the foot 
of 414 Street by motor or street car (marked 
Wharves) and ask the sentry at the gate of 
the Engineer Barracks which building.” Here 
are land maps galore obtainable at small 
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prices. Beyond, on the point is the Army War 
College. 

Rather than return to the Capitol for the 
second trip in Stage 2 one can proceed via 
motor or street car to 7th Street and north 
on 7th Street to 7th and B Streets, S.W. One 
block east on B, at 6th, is the Bureau of 
Fisheries to which persons interested in fish, 
decorative, commercial and sporting, arrive 
sooner or later to ask questions, view speci- 
mens, and collect data. At 7th and B there is 
the Army Medical Museum with its grue- 
some exhibits, and a little farther west is the 
old Museum Building. In it the most popu- 
lar exhibit is Lindbergh’s plane, “The Spirit 
of St. Louis.” Others of wide attraction and 
some amusement are the clothes of the vari- 
ous fashion periods of the Republic exempli- 
fied in the gowns of the First Ladies, shown 
on figures, while nearby in cases are other 
famous and handsome gowns and an exhibit 
of ladies’ hats and men’s uniforms worth go- 
ing miles to see, as are also the laces, em- 
broideries, and the transportation exhibit of 
old vehicles, motor and horse-drawn, and old 
locomotives. Across a drive looms the brown, 
turretted Smithsonian Building, and a squat, 
ugly temporary building housing aircraft. In 
the middle of the lawn between is a hand- 
some tree under the heavy foliage of which 
on one rainy afternoon a grubby small boy 
sat, completely absorbed in a huge book, and 
apparently completely protected from the 
weather. 


The Smithsonian and its western neighbor, 
the Freer Gallery will fascinate many visitors, 
while west from the Gallery are some of the 
numerous buildings of the Department of 
Agriculture. Those having landscape and 
garden problems might pause at the formal 
garden in front of the old red brick Depart- 
mental Building which is famous for pansies, 
before entering the Bieber Building at 14th 
and B and consulting the guard on the loca- 
tion of the offices and bureaus one would like 
to visit. A block south on 14th Street is the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. Beyond 
lies a bridge leading to Potomac Park and 
the public motor camp which is a model of 
its kind, beyond the Tidal Basin noted in the 
spring for the bloom of the pink Japanese 
Cherry blossoms which have been photo- 
graphed and reproduced from every possible 
angle. 

Potomac Park is probably the loveliest. and 
one of the most extensive and complete public 
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playgroundsinthe world. Built up from the mud 
flats of the Potomac by the Army Engineers 
it is truly a revelation of what can be de- 
veloped from nothing much attacked by ideas, 
Here are walks, tennis courts, fields for base- 
ball in summer and football in winter, for 
soccer and cricket, two polo fields where all 
that has to be done is to go down to them 
on game days to see some splendid playing, 
two golf courses, miles of bridle paths along 
which ride distinguished horsemen and horse- 
women on the finest of saddle horses, odd but 
happy youngsters on ponies, and now and 
then solemn and somewhat self-conscious 
small colored boys on very large draft horses 
more accustomed to the hard streets than the 
springy paths and not quite knowing what it 
is all about. There is a téa-house at Hain’s 
Point from the lawn of which the aircraft at 
the Naval Air Station and at Bolling Field 
can be watched. There is a rose garden just 
across from the entrance to the public motor 
camp, while the river drive is made more 
beautiful by successions of seasonable flowers 
and plants. On the west side, along the river 
is the statue of Ericsson, and just beyond the 
Arlington Memorial Bridge is under con- 
struction that will connect the Lincoln Memo- 
rial with Arlington by a direct route. On the 
hills across the river lies Arlington. Natur- 
ally Potomac Park is a mecca for persons 
who just want to enjoy themselves, who are 
engaged in planning public and private parks 
and recreation grounds, in making gardens, 
but for details, problems, what to do and what 
to avoid in developing similar areas, one must 
wait until the journey through Stage 3, the 
Northwest section. 


The Northwest section, Stage 3, covers 
an extent of territory and contains so many 
“not to be missed” that it can very well be 
divided into at least six trips. If one’s hotel 
or stopping place is somewhere near 17th and 
H Streets, N.W., the first trip could conveni- 
ently include the points of interest near there. 
Seventeenth and H is better known generally 
as a traffic center than a research center and 
yet within a few blocks there are to be found 
the following: the Barr Building on 17th be- 
tween H and I, the directory of which gives 
the location of such research and educational 
associations as the Masonic Service Associa- 
tion of United States. Catacornered across 
the street at 17th and I is the Hill Building 
where one may stop to see how the Diction- 
ary of American Biography is coming along. 
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Around the corner on I Street is the club 
house of the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women in which are the offices of 
the Executive Secretary and the Educational 
Secretary. Down 17th Street at the corner of 
H is the Transportation Building containing 
the offices of the American Railway Associa- 
tion, the Association of Railway Executives, 
the Bureau of Railway Economics, numerous 
individual railroads, the National Lumber 
Manufacturers’ Association and other organ- 
izations where knowledge that is both un- 
usual and in process of discovery may be 
obtained. 

One block south at 17th and Pennsylvania 
Avenue is the Court of Claims while out the 
lettered streets H and I other offices are 
located including the National Canners’ As- 
sociation offices and laboratory on H near 
18th. 


On 18th between H and I is the Federal 
Reserve Board, and at 18th and Pennsylvania 
Avenue is the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion whose Section of Indices and various 
Bureaus hold so much data of importance in 
transportation history that is scarcely known 
that sometimes one wonders why. If one has 
no special commodity of interest take Straw- 
berries, ask the Section of Indices for ten 
important decisions of the Commission re- 
lating to rates and transport for this delect- 
able former luxury, and the Bureau of Statis- 
tics for their most striking statistics, then 
read the decisions and study the statistics. 
How much recent and absorbing economic 
and social history that one has missed will 
soon be apparent. 

Down 17th Street going south are the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art, the Bureau of 
Mines, the Bureau of Efficiency, the Red 
Cross, Memorial Continental Hall of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution with 
Constitution Hall being completed just back 
of it, and the Pan-American Union Building. 

West along B Street at the farther border 
of the Pan-American Union grounds are the 
Navy and Munitions Buildings housing the 
Navy and War Departments, along with the 
Isthmian Canal Commission and the National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission men- 
tioned earlier which has been so effective a 
force in the beautification of the capital. 

The Headquarters of the National Academy 
of Sciences is at 21st and B, where one can 
not only have explained the latest develop- 
ments in scientific research but actually work 
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some complicated instruments oneself. Pro- 
ceeding north on 21st Street to New York 
Avenue and making a right turn one comes 
upon the Washington Auditorium between 
19th and 20th, and the huge Interior Depart- 
ment Building across Rawlins Square on E 
Street between 19th and 18th, which fortun- 
ately for casual visitors has exhibits in the 
corridors from which an excellent introduc- 
tory idea of what the Department accomplishes 
may be obtained. 


So may the Octagon House at 18th and E, 
famous in the social annals of Washington 
and now the headquarters of the American 
Institute of Architects. Emergency Hospital 
is farther on along New York Avenue and 
then one is back at 17th Street again, and may 
proceed north for a couple of blocks to the 
headquarters of the American Automobile 
Association if for no other reason than to 
study the collection of license tags to see 
what one does or does not want to urge in 
one’s home state and city for next year’s 
licenses. A well-equipped research depart- 
ment has readily available all sorts of statis- 
tics regarding motor progress, sources of ac- 
cidents, and subjects not usually thought of 
in connection with the extension of highway 
transport for pleasure and for commercial 
uses. 


Whether trip 2 to the Department of Com- 
merce at 19th and Pennsylvania Avenue, then 
on to the Weather Bureau at 24th and M, 
and the Volta Bureau at 35th and Volta Place 
returning through Georgetown for glimpses 
of the fine old houses like Tudor Place at 
3lst and N, Evermay nearby, Bellevue, the 
Carroll Place now owned by the Colonial 
Dames, via the Q Street Bridge with its bison 
to Massachusetts Avenue with its handsome 
homes, many of them embassies and lega- 
tions, to Dupont Circle, commences at the 
end of trip 1 or waits until the next day, 
depends somewhat on the time an explorer 
starts out in the morning, and to some ex- 
tent upon the relative powers of endurance. 

Trip 2B may be a visit to the Naval Ob- 
servatory reached via Wisconsin Avenue, on 
Thursday night, after the requisite permis- 
sion has been secured. 

Trip 3 of Stage 3, the Northwest section 
can well be a thoroughgoing investigation of 
the unusual things to be learned and seen 
at the Bureau of Standards. A stop-off at the 
Zoo is recommended to balance the concen- 
tration on scientific research, particularly 
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since sociologists, child specialists, and psy- 
chologists have been making special journeys 
to the Zoo to see N’gi, the baby gorilla, one 
of the few in captivity, and a completely in- 
teresting animal. The Zoo can be studied, too, 
for its constructional and engineering features 
though one will be interrupted by a scolding 
from the peacocks in the midst of it. 

Circular No. 24 of the Bureau of Standards 
with its supplements constitute a descriptive 
list of the publications of the Bureau. There 
is hardly a shorter way to obtain an idea of 
the extent and diversity of the researches 
carried on there than by consulting the in- 
dexes to them, and in this way an apprecia- 
tion of what unusual sources of knowledge 
are there. 

“Aberration equations” may not be of mo- 
ment, nor “Absorbency of paper towels” but 
“Acoustics” might be, as well as “Artichoke, 
Jerusalem, levulose from,” “Ballast for air- 
ships,” “Bleached cotton pillowslips,” “Build- 
ings, wind pressures on” down to “Zirconium 
arc and spark spectra.” A form of mental 
diversion not often indulged in is thinking 
up something that the Bureau of Standards 
staff has not studied. 


A car line on Connecticut Avenue in front 
of the Bureau leads directly back to the 
Capitol and if there is time one might visit 
Statuary Hall to see how many scientists are 
represented there in marble and bronze. 


After the outlying districts in the trips just 
mentioned, one—the 4th in the Northwest 
Section—relatively near the Capitol is in 
order. The boundaries to be marked on the 
map are North Capitol Street to H, west on 
H to 4th, south on 4th to Judiciary Square 
where the old Pension Office Building now 
houses the General Accounting Office under 
the Comptroller General of the United States, 
and the city hall or “Courthouse” as Wash- 
ingtonians call it share a stately park with 
a statue of General San Martin, the South 
American liberator, the Court of Appeals, and 
numerous fat and frisky squirrels and 
pigeons. 

Perhaps more interesting to knowledge 
seekers, however, on this trip, is the United 
States Government Printing Office at North 
Capitol and H Streets. Known for its extra- 
ordinary output of government publications 
from simple bulletins to volumes notable for 
typography, it can also be studied for the 
filing and record system developed in the 
Office of the Superintendent of Documents, 
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for the heroic use of such space as it has— 
an annex soon to be completed will help the 
space situation somewhat, its facilities for 
employees’ recreation and convenience that 
comprise a roof garden from which there is 
one of the views of Washington, Harding Hall 
with a stage and floor that can be danced 
upon, a cafeteria, and the _ labor-saving 
equipment that makes it possible to pack and 
mail the thousands of publications dispatched 
daily. The highly curious are restrained from 
putting themselves down the mail chute to 
see how they will turn up in the City Post 
Office, catacornered across the street at 
North Capitol and G. 


The really indefatigable may proceed out 
North Capitol Street by street car, motor, or 
feet to Macmillan Park and the city Filtra- 
tion Plant which seems to be a park orna- 
mented with reproductions of the so-called 
Viking round tower at Newport, but is really 
the place where water for city use is filtered 
for safety. 

Beyond it is the Soldiers’ Home with its 
farm and its buildings housing old soldiers. 
Permission secured from the Farm Superin- 
tendent’s office enables one to obtain data on 
one of the finest small farms in the country 
with its celebrated herd of Holsteins and its 
flocks of Leghorn chickens. 

Be sure to pause at Capitol Vista (near 
the poultry houses) for the glimpses of the 
Capitol, and if driving a car, persuade some- 
one else to do it going south on North Capi- 
tol Street so that one can look peacefully at 
the dome. 

The 5th trip of Stage 3 may be to the 
Geophysical Laboratory at 2801 Upton Street, 
N.W., reached via Connecticut Avenue, the 
Department of Terrestrial Magnetism at 36th 
and Broad Branch Road farther out, return- 
ing to the main offices of the Carnegie Insti- 
tution of Washington on 16th and P. 


The 6th trip should comprise a leisurely 
progress down 16th street stopping in the un- 
usual sources of knowledge at the various 
corners. The Scottish Rite Temple at 1733 
16th Street is remarkable for its beauty and 
and one may geologize to a limited 





grandeur 
extent by examining its limestone walls. 
The National Education Association at 1201 
will be of particular interest for its researches 
and for the section of a huge California red- 
wood exhibited in front of the building. Not 
far from 16th and H is the Veterans’ Bureau 
at H and Vermont Avenue, and the Chamber 
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of Commerce of the United States at H and 
Connecticut Avenue. Across Jackson Square 
from the latter are the Brookings Institution 
conducting specialized researches in eco- 
nomics and government at 26 Jackson Place, 
and the Carnegie Endowment for Interna- 
tional Peace at 2 Jackson Place, remarkable 
for its researches in international law and 
relations. 


Across the street is the State, War and 
Navy Building. In it the Chief Geographer’s 
office is located where exact information as 
to when some little town with a hard name 
to pronounce belonged to X or Y nation, and 
other involved points in geography are 
worked out. Pleasant watchmen in this vast 
building assist the lost to find themselves 
and what they want whether it is Adjutant- 
General’s office for war records or a pass- 
port. The green cars marked 17th and Penn- 
sylvania Avenue at the car stop in front of 
the building will return one to the Capitol. 


Now we come to Stage 4 the last, the 
Northeast Section. Union Station, the Senate 
Office Building, the Columbia Institution for 
the Deaf—or Gallaudet, the oldest house in 
Washington at 2nd and B Streets, N.E., these 
are the present important unusual sources of 
knowledge. 
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The reproduction of the “Best Friend of 
Charleston” and its cars are on exhibit at 
Union Station Concourse. It was the first 
locomotive built for actual service in the 
United States nearly a hundred years ago. 
The Senate Office Building and Gallaudet are 
of somewhat specialized interest. 

Change will soon affect this section. The 
oldest house in Washington is to become the 
headquarters of the National Women’s Party. 
The houses in the squares between Ist and 
2nd, East Capitol and Maryland Avenue are 
to be torn down to make way for a building 
for the Supreme Court of the United States. 


And so it goes. Washington is a charm- 
ing city, stormed every year and almost every 
day by hundreds of persons hunting for 
things. Some find them. Others fail. Those 
who find do so mainly through strolling 
around observing and asking questions. In 
this article only suggestions as to what can 
be found can be given. There are so many 
things that have to be left out. 


But those who will take the time to ex- 
plore will be more than repaid. They will dis- 
cover not only what they look for but many 
things of whose existence they had not 
dreamed. The witch city on the Potomac re- 
wards effort—and takes her own ways of 
conferring rewards. 


National Association of State Libraries 


Headquarters, Hotel Washington 
Monday, May 13th, 2 P. M. 
Address of Welcome—Dr. H. H. B. Meyer, 
Director, Legislative Reference Service, Li- 

brary of Congress, Washington, D. C. 

Address—Frederic A. Godcharles, Director, 
State Library and Museum, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Report, Secretary-Treasurer—Miss Irma A. 
Watts, Pennsylvania Legislative Reference 
Bureau, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Tuesday, May 14th, 2 P. M. 

“Legislative Reference,” by Louis J. Bailey, 
Director, Indiana State Library, Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

“Department of Archives,” by Miss Georgia 
Osborne, Illinois Historical Society, Spring- 
field, Ill. 

“Uniform organization for State Library ac- 
tivities,” by Miss Harriet M. Skogh, State 
Library, Springfield, II1. 


Tuesday Evening, 7:30 P. M. 

Joint meeting with the Special Libraries As- 
sociation and the American Law Library 
Association. See program elsewhere in this 
issue. 


Wednesday, May 15th, 2 P. M. 

“Uniform system of State Document Ex- 
changes,” by H. J. Conant, Librarian, Ver- 
mont State Library, Montpelier, Vt. 

“State Author Collection,” by Mrs. Ella May 
Thornton, State Library, Atlanta, Georgia. 

“Membership in the National Association of 
State libraries,” by Mrs. Clare Aushermann, 
Librarian, State Library, Cheyenne, Wyom- 
ing. 

Business Meeting; Reports of committees; 
Election of officers. 

Note—Each address on Tuesday and 
Wednesday afternoon will be followed by 
a round table discussion. 
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1909 - Special Libraries Association - 1929 


Executive Board 


PRESIDENT—Francis E. Cady, Research Laboratory, Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio. 


ist VicE-PrEsIDENT—Ethel Cleland, Business Branch Indianapolis Public Library, Indianapolis, 


Ind. 


2np VicE-PRESIDENT—Angus Fletcher, British Library of Information, New York City. 


SECRETARY—Rose L. Vormelker, Business Research Librarian, Cleveland Public Library, Cleve- 


land, Ohio. 


TREASURER—Elizabeth Baxter, Haskins and Sells, New York City. 


Boarp MemBers—Elizabeth O. Cullen, Bureau of Railway Economics, Washington, D. C 
Joseph Kwapil, Public Ledger, Philadelphia, Pa. 


General Office 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY—Mrs. Mary H. Brigham, 11 Nisbet Street, Providence, R. I. 
Phone, Plantations 0798. 


The Locale of the Convention 


To all who register at the convention head- 
quarters we present a map showing the central 
Washington with the important 

buildings and non-Government 


portion of 
Government 
buildings numbered on the map. 

Washington is called “the city of magnifi- 
cent distances” and the map in its condensed 


form scarcely indicates the breadth andy 


range of the city. 

The activities of the library associations will 
center about the area in the vicinity of the 
White House. Here are located a group of 
prominent buildings, including the Treasury 
Department, the State, War and Navy Build- 
ing, the Interior Department and the Labor 
Department; also a group of important non- 
Government buildings, such as the Chamber 
of Commerce of the United States, and on 
17th Street in a southerly direction facing 
the Executive Grounds, the Corcoran Art 
Galelry, Red Cross Building, Continental Hall 
of the Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, and the Pan-American Union. 

In this section also are the principal hotels, 
including the Carlton, Mayflower, Powhatan, 
Washington and Willard. On adjacent streets 
are the quarters occupied by the Bureau of 
Railway Economics, Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, Institute of Econom- 
ics and the National Geographic Society. 

At the opposite end of famed Pennsylvania 
Avenue stands the Capitol surrounded by the 
Senate Office Building, House Office Build- 
ing and the Library of Congress. North from 
the Capitol over Delaware Avenue are the 


Union Station, the Government Printing 
Office and the Post Office, and at the inter- 
section of New York and Massachusetts 
Avenue on the axis of the Union Station and 
the Treasury may be found the District of 
Columbia Public Library. 

In the area between the Capitol and the 
Washington Monument is a fine group of 
gardens and public buildings facing the Mall. 
This group includes the Botanical Gardens, 
Union Square with the Grant and Meade 
Memorials, the Smithsonian Institution 
group, including the National Museum, and 
the Freer Art Gallery, Agricultural Build- 
ings, beyond the Washington Monument, 
and in the extreme distance at the end of 
the axis the Lincoln Memorial. 

To the south of this area facing the Tidal 
Reservoir is the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing. To visualize what is planned for 
the future, one should read Major Carey H. 
Brown’s article in SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
for May-June, 1928, entitled “Washington of 
Tomorrow,” and study the map which is used 
as a center page spread in that ‘issue. 

There are a few other buildings which are 
not indicated on the map, such as the Patent 
Office and the Old Pension Building, both lo- 
cated on G Street. 

The leading theatres are on Lafayette 
Square, Pennsylvania Avenue and 14th Street, 
all convenient to the headquarters hotels. 
There are numerous restaurants and cafes in 
the immediate vicinity, a list of which may be 
obtained at the Registration Desk. 
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Washington, D. C., May 13, 14, 15, 1929 


Conference Officers 


ANNIVERSARY DINNER—Elizabeth Wray, Ch., U. S. Rubber Co., New York City. 

HeEApQuARTERS-—Mrs, Mary H. Brigham, Executive Secretary, Providence, R. I. 

HospiraLitry—Rebecca B. Rankin, Ch., Municipal Reference Library, New York City. 
Florence Bradley, Vice Ch., Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 

Loca, COMMITTEE—Elsie Rackstraw, Ch., Federal Reserve Bank, Washington, D. C. 

ProGRAM—Eleanor S. Cavanaugh, Ch., Standard Statistics Co.. New York City. 

TRANSPORTATION—Herbert O. Brigham, Ch., State Library, Providence, R. I. 


S. L. A. headquarters will be at the Hotel 
Mayflower, Connecticut Avenue and L Street, 
near 17th Street. The headquarters of the 
A. L. A. will be at the Washington Auditori- 
um, New York Avenue E. and 19th Streets. 
The shortest route between the two head- 
quarters would be over L Street to 18th 
Street, then seven blocks to New York 
Avenue—thence, one block west to the Audi- 
torium. There will be a group of exhibits un- 
der the auspices of the A. L. A. at the Wash- 
ington Auditorium. The registration desk for 
the A. L. A. will also be at that location. 

Full details concerning convention rates, 
identification certificates, also travel plans 
for the two New England parties and the 
Chicago and Western party were given in 
March issue of SPECIAL LIBRARIES. 


TRAVEL 


The first New England party on arrival at 
Jersey City will join New York group leaving 
on Sunday morning. 

In order to be present at the first session 
of the Convention on Monday morning, New 
York members will have to leave not later 
than Sunday night. The following are trains 
on Sunday by the Baltimore & Ohio, R. R. 


Eastern Standard Time 


Sunday, May 12th, 1929 
Bus Terminal 


42nd Street Jersey City Washington 
7:40 a. m. 8:27 a. m. 1:27 p. m. 
12:30 p. m. 1:30 p: .m. 6:19 p. m. 
1:26 p. m. 2:20 p. m. 7:20 p. m. 
4:05 p. m. 4:58 p. m. 9:50 p. m. 


There is also a night train leaving Jersey 
City at 1:12 a. m. Monday morning (sleepers 
ready at 9:30 p. m.), for which busses leave 
at 9:25 p. m, 10:30 p. m., 11:30 p. m, and 
12:25 p. m. This arrives at Washington at 
7:25 Monday morning. 


The first Eastern party is leaving by the 
8:27 a. m., Sunday morning, the second 
Eastern party by the same train on Monday 
morning. 


In order to obtain the reduced fare ($12.21 
for round trip), please secure your certifi- 
cates from Miss Rose Vormelker, Business 
Research Librarian, Cleveland Public Library, 
Cleveland, Ohio, (or from A. L. A. head- 
quarters if you are a member). Tickets are 
on sale from May 9th to 15th, inclusive, avail- 
able for return till May 24th. Fare includes 
bus journey in New York. Time of departure 
of Baltimore & Ohio busses given above is 


@Wrom the terminal opposite Grand Central in 


42nd Street, but busses may also be boarded 
at the Hotel McAlpin, Hotel Pennsylvania, 
and Wanamakers. Ask Ashland 4401 for time 
schedule. 


In order to provide sufficient accommo- 
dation, please notify the Baltimore & Ohio, 
122 East 42nd Street, New York (Ashland 
4401), and ask for Mr. Adams. State which 
train you desire to travel upon and whether 
you wish to join any of the travel parties. 


Philadelphia members may join the travel 
parties by taking trains leaving Chestnut 
Street Station, Baltimore & Ohio, at 10:27 
a. m., 3:23, 4:19, 8:24 p. m. on Sunday; 10:27 
a. m. on Monday. Special cars may be avail- 
able dépendent upon number of applicants. 


Mr. Faxon, 89 Francis St., Boston, Mr. 
Adams at New York or Mr. Brigham at Provi- 
dence, would be glad to furnish travel infor- 
mation. 


Please remember that if sufficient number 
apply, delegates will be furnished with special 
cars, Pullman coach type, from Jersey City to 
Washington. 
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Library Meetings 


The advance announcements printed in the 
March bulletin of the American Library As- 
sociation present tentative programs for thirty- 
two sections, groups and affiliated organiza- 
tions. The meetings of these various bodies 
will be of interest and value to the members 
of S. L. A. The Business Libraries section will 
hold one session, the Public Documents round 
table, one session, the National Association of 
State The 
can Association of Law Libraries will hold 


Libraries, three sessions. Ameri- 
five sessions, the League of Library Com- 
missions, two sessions and the Bibliographical 
Society of America, two sessions with the 


topic: Pan-American Relations. 


The College and Reference section will hold 
Maps, the 
References 


three sessions discussing uses of 
Union Catalog, Library 
Problems and other topics. The committee en- 
titled Library Co-operation with Hispanic 
Peoples will hold a session under the leader- 
ship of Dr. L. S. Rowe, Director General of 
the Pan-American Union. A Publicity round 
table is planned with a period devoted to criti- 
cal publicity analysis, by Professor 
Whipple of the School of Journalism, and a 
discussion of publicity high spots of the year. 


Public 


Leon 


Radio Broadcasting becomes the subject of a 
round table.7heological libraries will convene 
at the National Cathedral Library, as the guest 


the Cathedral, There 
will be a Periodical round table in two sessions, 


of Canon Fletcher of 
including an interesting discussion on Region- 
al Grouping of for Purchase of 
Periodicals by Carl L. Cannon of the New 
York Public Library, also an Art Reference 
round table with discussions on Music in the 
Public Library, Reference Work in the Fine 
Arts and Co-operation between the Library 
and the Museum. 


Libraries 


Agricultural Libraries will have a_ session 
with the topic: Relation of Agricultural Li- 
braries to the Federal Department of Agri- 
culture. Hospital Librarians will gather at the 
Walter Reed General Hospital for an informal 
meeting with an address by Surgeon-General 
Ireland. The Committee on Visual Methods 
under the title Visual Aids and the Library, 
will discuss motion picture problems, and other 
meetings will consider [ork with the Blind 
and IlVork with the Foreign Born. 


There will also be round tables for Library 
Buildings, Order and Book Selection, Small 
Libraries and University Library Extension 
Service, also the usual section meetings de- 
voted to Catalog, County Libraries, Lending, 
Professional School Libraries, 
Training Classes and Trustees. To complete 
the list the American Library Institute will 
hold one open and one closed session. 


Training, 


Convention Notes 


We suggest that everyone who can, arrange 
their travel plans so as to arrive Sunday even- 
ing or 


surely by Monday morning prior to 


the opening session. 


Washington is at its best in May, and we 


have the assurance of Mr. George F. Bower- 


man, chairman of the A. L. A. local com- 


mittee, that we shall have mild spring weather. 
will be 


Headquarters maintained at the 


Mayflower Hotel during the 


conference. Please register immediately after 


arriving in order that your friends will know 
that Watch the 
bulletin boards for important announcements. 


you are at the conference. 


period of the 


Meetings as in previous years will begin 
promptly at the hour scheduled and as a gen- 
eral rule will not exceed two hours in length. 
Meeting places for Groups will be posted on 
bulletin board. 


* K * 
ite 4s that the 


which were so successful last year will be re- 


anticipated airplane trips 
peated in substantially the same form this 
year. Full details may be obtained by inquiry 
at headquarters or by consulting the bulletin 
board. 


bs *K 


Following the practice established in 1928, 
formal reports from committees, local associa- 
tions and groups will be distributed at the 


sessions. 
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Breakfast Conferences inaugurated last 
year will again be conducted by the Newspaper 
Group. The Civic-Social Group also plan a 


breakfast conference on Tuesday morning. 


se 


The hospitality committee will be in the 
capable hands of Miss Rebecca B. Rankin, as 
chairman, and Miss Florence Bradley, as vice- 
chairman. We understand they are making 
plans so that everyone will enjoy the confer- 
ence. Those who are attending their first con- 
ference should make themselves known to 
either Miss Rankin or Miss Bradley. 


* * * 


The Twentieth 
Wednesday 


Dinner on 
evening at the National Press 
Club will be the last formal event of the con- 
ference. It is hoped that the nine former 
Presidents of S. L. A. will be able to be pres- 
ent at this dinner. 


Anniversary 


* 2-8 


_ 
Complete membership files will be available 
at headquarters, and the Executive Secretary 
would be glad to consult with anyone who de- 
sires to adjust dues, correct mailing address 
or place orders for publications. 


* * * 


While the conference officially closes on 
Wednesday evening at the completion of the 
Commercial- 
Technical Group will hold a session on Thurs- 


20th anniversary dinner, the 
day morning. Everyone who has an opportuni- 
ty should remain in Washington for the re- 
mainder of the week in order to attend the 
interesting sessions ‘of the A. L. A. and 
affiliated societies. 


Although it is not planned to have a formal 
library exhibit of S. L. A. at the Washington 
conference, Miss Alma C. Mitchill, Chairman 
of the Exhibits Committee, has suggested that 
librarians issuing special bulletins, lists or 
other publicity methods suitable for display, 
should bring them to the conference where 
they can be exhibited at S. L. A. headquarters. 
Further particulars can be obtained from Miss 
Mitchill, Room 4251, 80 Park Place, Newark, 
N. J. 
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The Program Committee desires to place 
on record their deep indebtedness to Miss 
Anna G. Cross of the Department of Com- 
merce Library, who was extremely helpful in 
her assistance to the committee. We should 
also add that Miss Mary A. Lacy, Miss Elsie 
Rickstraw and Miss Elizabeth O. Cullen have 
performed yeoman work in connection with 
the conference and in the preparation of this 
issue of the magazine. 


Through the courtesy of Warren Bishop, 
Managing Editor of Nation’s Business, we are 
permitted to reprint a portion of a satirical 
article on conventions by Seth Dunham, which 
appeared in Nation’s Business for March. We 
doubt if Mr. Dunham has yet met our pro- 
gram-maker, Miss Cavanaugh, 
whose success in building programs is obvious 
to all of us. We printed this article just to 
show the contrast. 


Eleanor S. 


The American Association of Law Libraries 
has planned eight sessions extending from 
Monday morning until Friday afternoon. The 
opening sessions will have addresses of wel- 
come by a group of local librarians and a 
round table on pagination of books. The sec- 
ond session on Tuesday will be the joint 
session with S. L. A. During the week there 
will also be round tables on subject headings 
as used on LC cards; problems of library 
cataloging and classification; problems of law 
school libraries; problems of the bar associa- 
tion and county libraries and a final round 
table on 


Friday afternoon with the topic 
Educational requirements for law librarians 
and how library schools can assist.” Complete 
programs can be obtained from Mrs. Lucile 


Vernon Clark, 42 W. 44th Street, New York. 


The A. L. A. travel committee has issued in 
itinerary of the A. L. A. 
European trip, details of which were printed 
in SPECIAL LIBRARIES for 
Copies of the itinerary may be obtained by 


pamphlet form 


February. 


addressing Frederick W. Faxon, Chairman, 


83 Francis Street, Back Bay, Boston, Mass. 
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Providence Industrial Exhibit 


The recent industrial exhibit in Providence 
has given the Public Library an opportunity to 
advertise extensively the resources of its Indus- 
trial Department and its Business Branch, to 
call attention to the specialized departments 
that give service to the business man and the 
mechanic. 


The scope of the service was indicated by a 
very complete and attractive exhibit, occupying 
four tables. A model of the Library, showing 
the proposed new wing, in which the Industrial 
Department will have more extended quarters, 
was the central figure of the exhibit on the left 
hand table. This model was lighted up every 
night. On the left of the model were arranged 
thirty or more industrial books:—on textiles, 
rubber, engineering, machinery, aviation, radio, 
chemistry, paper, paint and varnish, etc. Fifty 
covers of industrial periodicals were exhibited 
on the other side. At the back of the centre 
table was arranged a selection of some thirty- 
five books on business subjects, including ac- 
counting, advertising, salesmanship, mer- 
chandising, banking, investments, real estate, 
insurance, business correspondence, business 
economics, etc.; on the front, the covers of 
thirty business periodicals. The right hand 
table contained a model of the front of the 
Providence Chamber of Commerce building 
where the Business Branch is located, and the 
rest of it was devoted to business periodicals, 
directories, (city, telephone and trade), Moody’s 
and Poor’s Manuals, financial services and the 
non-classified material that is kept in the 
vertical file. A table placed directly in front of 
these three contained a display of free material: 
printed lists on Textiles and Jewelry, the prin- 
cipal industries of Providence; mimeographed 
lists on investments, accounting, advertising 
and salesmanship; monthly annotated lists_of 
the current additions to the Business Branch; 
and leaflets announcing the service and the 
hours of the Business Branch. A bulletin board 
placed conspicuously, emphasized the service 
of both departments by attractive posters. 


In order to explain the exhibit and to em- 
phasize still more the service rendered by both 
of these departments, an attendant was on duty 
at the exhibition every evening and on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Many new contacts and a keen interest dis- 
played by the spectators made the Library feel 
amply repaid for the efforts that it had put 
forth. 
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Bibliographical Survey 


The Bulletin of the Pan-American Union for 
March, 1929 describes the important biblio- 
graphical survey now being conducted by the 
United States Technical Co-operating Com- 
mittee of the projected Inter-American Con- 
ference of Bibliographers which came into 
existence by virtue of a resolution of the 
Sixth International Conference of American 
States. The members of the committee are: 
Ernest Cushing Richardson, Chairman, Wil- 
liam Warner Bishop, Charles Wilson Hackett, 
Herbert Ingram Priestley, James A. Robert- 
son, Martha L. Gericke. 

The text of the survey, which is printed 
in the Bulletin of the Union, should be read 
by all librarians and it is to be regretted that 
space will not permit a complete reproduction 
of the valuable information contained therein. 
In the introduction the committee stresses the 
great increase in the demand for Latin-Ameri- 
can books. 

The lines oi the survey, states the com- 
mittee, follow closely those of a similar sur- 
vey prepared three or four years ago for the 
Committtee on Intellectual Co-operation of 
the League of Nations. Under the heading of 
“Authorship” the annual production of books 
in the United States is recorded. Directories 
of authors and authorship, especially Who’s 
Who and the various bibliographical guides, 
are noted and the analytical indexes to serial 
literature which are naturally familiar to most 
librarians. Organizations of authors are given 
place in the report. 


Under the heading “Publishing and Book- 
selling” some valuable statistics are presented, 
and in addition the publishers of book trade 
aids, the R. R. Bowker Company and the H. 
W. Wilson Company, are noted as outstand- 
ing examples of co-operation. A brief note 
names the principal associations devoted to 
bookselling. 


Under the heading of “Libraries” statistics 
are presented which unfortunately do not go 
beyond 1923. Special Libraries is mentioned, 
as well as the Special Libraries Directory. 
The geographical distribution of libraries 
is treated extensively, featuring the chief cen- 
ters as Washington, New York, Boston, Chi- 
cago and San Francisco. Philadelphia, Ithaca, 
Buffalo, Detroit and Ann Arbor are called 
effective sub-centers. The report might well 
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have noted the importance of Providence and 
Worcester in the Boston district. 


Under “Co-ordinating Factors” the report 
mentions the group of library and biblio- 
graphical associations affliated with the 
American Library Association; the Library of 
Congress; the Superintendent of Public Docu- 
ments and the Smithsonian Institution. To 
these factors are added state agencies; associa- 
tions, including local clubs, state associations 
and national library bodies; technical library 
periodicals and library schools. 


Educational Exhibit 


At the invitation of the Board of Educa- 
tion of the City of New York, the Municipal 
Reference Library, Rebecca B. Rankin, li- 
brarian, the Bureau of Libraries under Mr. 
Claude Leland, and the Supervisor of School 
Work of the New York Public Library, Miss 
Mabel Williams, conducted a jeint exhibit at 
the United Parents Associatidn Exposition, 
February 23 to March 2, 1929. The exhibit 
was prepared with the parents and teachers 
in mind. The purpose was to show how these 
libraries assisted the schools in its educa- 
tional work. The Municipal Reference Li- 
brary by means of city departmental reports, 
maps of various kinds of books relating to 
New York City, stressed the work done in 
the study of civics. 


An automatic stereopticon display machine 
in which we displayed photographs of our 
daily work in the libraries was loaned through 
the kindness of the Special Libraries Asso- 
ciation. 


The average attendance in the booth was 
estimated at seven hundred per day. 


Civil Service Examination 


The United States Civil Service Commission 
announces an open competitive examination for 
Hospital Librarian. 


Applications must be on file with the Civil 
Service Commission, at Washington, D. C., 
not later than May 7. 


The examination is to fill vacancies in the 
Veterans’ Bureau throughout the United 
States, and in positions requiring similar 
qualifications. 
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The entrance salary is $1,800 a year. Higher- 
salaried positions are filled through promotion. 


Competitors will be rated on mental tests, 
library economy, cataloguing and classification, 
and a modern language. 


Appointment may also be made from this 
examination to the position of assistant, li- 
brarian at the entrance salary of $1,620,a year. 


Full information may be obtained from the 
United States Civil Service Board of Examiners, 
at the post office or customhousejin any city. 


English Usage 


Mr. George W. Lee, as chairman of the 
committee on English usage, is busily at work 
preparing a preliminary report. His letter de- 
scribes the “six inch” shelf and he suggests 
the following titles as suitable for inclusion: 
Ball’s Constructive English, Krapp’s Com- 
prehensive Guide to Good English, Opdycke’s 
English of Commerce and Putnam’s Corre- 
spondence Handbook. The letter follows. 


A committee of the Commercial-Technical 
Group of the Special Libraries Association is 
at work on a “six inch” shelf for books on 
English Usage as perhaps a minimum collec- 
tion for any library that pretends to go into 
the subject at all. To produce this shelf calls 
for a selection from a long list. The commit- 
tee is open to suggestions and it welcomes 
lists from all sources. Every librarian, general 
or special, interested in the subject is invited 
to communicate with the Chairman, Geo. W. 
Lee, Stone & Webster Library, Boston. 


Magazines Wanted 


The Maryland Casualty Company is anxious 
to obtain Industry Illustrated for December, 
1927 and the Rhode Island State Library needs 
for its files Engineering News Record for 
February 16, 1926, Vol. 96: No. 7. Anyone 
possessing a duplicate of these volumes would 
confer a favor by sending a copy to the li- 
braries interested. 


We suggest that you journey to the Con- 
vention with the travel parties where you will 
find congenial friends. In some instances you 
can make a material financial saving. 


Complete details in special circular issued 
by Association or in current issues of library 
periodicals. 
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We Do This 


Margaret Reynolds, 


Rental Libraries—The Insurance Library 
of Chicago inaugurated a rental department 
1928. Here is the letter which 
they issued on October 10 on a letterhead 
printed Rental Department, Insurance Li- 
brary of Chicago, 2132 Insurance Exchange, 
175 W. Jackson Street, Chicago: 

“To Library Patrons: 

The Insurance Library of Chicago announces 
the opening of a Rental Department effective 
October 15, 1928. In this department will be 
found the newest books—adventure, biography, 
fiction, travel—as they are published week by 


October 15, 


week. 

An annual registration fee of one dollar $1.00 
will be required from each person ‘using the 
Rental Department. Rental rates for books will 
be on a graduated scale, depending upon the 
cost of the book. 

A registration blank is This 
should be filled in as indicated and presented 
at the Insurance Library of Chicago, 2132-175 
West Jackson Street. 
dollar, the annual registration fee, a member- 


enclosed. 


Upon payment of one 


ship card will be issued. 
The rental service will not apply to insurance 
books and magazines. 
Our regular insurance service will be matin- 
tained free of charge as heretofore. 
Yours truly, 
Pyrrha B. Sheffield, 


Librarian.”’ 
Accompanying this letter was a blank mimeo- 
graphed on paper using the same letterhead 
with the following wording: 
‘Please enroll me as a subscriber in the Rental 
Insurance Library of 


Department of the 


Chicago for the year ending............. 
Name. Pees es 
Home address. a 
Business address Phone. . 
Note! Membership card will be issued upon 
presentation of this application and payment 
of one dollar, ($1.00).”’ 

The mimeographing was done in black on pink 
paper to attract attention. 

On the first of February a list of the new titles 
available in the Rental Department was sent 
out. This was also done on pink paper. This 
was a list of almost three pages, comprising 
twenty-one titles which were annotated. Such 
books as the charming memories of Bacheller, 


“Coming Up the Road,” ‘‘Pennagan Place,” 


Department Editor 


by Eleanor Chase, an Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
‘Paradise Court,” a Fletcher 
detective story, Anne Carroll Moore’s edition 
of the ‘“Knickerbockers’ History of New 
York,” Gilbert Parker’s ‘‘Promised Land”’ and 
Rachel Taylor’s, ‘‘Leonardo the Florentine,” 
Enough titles have been quoted 
to give one the scope of this rental collection.— 
Pyrrha B. Sheffield, Librarian, Insurance 
Library of Chicago. 


writer, new 


are included. 


Another successful circulating library estab- 
lished in connection with a special library 
is the one operated by the Dennison Manu- 
facturing Company at Framingham, Massa- 
chusetts. Their list contains annotated titles, 
with mention of some pamphlet. Their charge 
for renting books is three cents a day with a 
minimum of five cents. They merely list the 
title and author’s name in brief and the books 
are the more popular best-sellers in the fiction 
field. 

Package Libraries—The American Bakers 
Association and the American Institute of 
Baking, 1135 Fullerton Avenue, Chicago, 
maintain a package library division of their 
library. In an article in their house organ, 
Miss Rosabelle E. Priddat, describes what a 
package library is and how it may be used and 
suggests that it should be returned within the 
time specified in the letter so that the col- 
lection may be of use elsewhere.—Rosabelle E. 
Priddat, Librarian, American Bakers Associa- 


tion and the American Institute of Baking, 
Chicago. 
Publicity—-How many institutions are giv- 


ing their libraries publicity along with the other 
printed matter? In a pamphlet, ‘‘A Neighbor 
Who Can Help You,” the First National Bank 
in Detroit, gives the better part of a page toa 
small the interior of their 
library and then runs this paragraph: 


photograph of 


“You need not be a customer to enjoy the 
use of this library on the third floor of our main 
Woodward Avenue Cadillac 
Square. You will find a competent librarian 
in charge who will aid you in looking up the 
financial and 


office, at and 


information you want. Current 
general magazines are available here and there 
are more than 1,500 reference volumes. Mak- 
ing reservations at New York hotels is another 
service given by the library.”’ 

We suggest that you show it to some of your 
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Publicity division who may take heed and 
give you a similar piece of publicity. 

Publicity—In advertising the Dartnell 
Photostat Service the Dartnell Corporation of 
Chicago devotes the center page of the folder to 
a view of their library and then has some 
salient facts about what the special library they 
maintain does. From this circular we learn 
that every week ‘‘The Dartnell Editorial Staff, 
each man specializing on some phase of ad- 
vertising or sales work, reads more than a 
hundred current business papers, general 
magazines, reports, new books and speeches in 
search of material which should be called to 
subscribers’ attention. This is digested and 
indexed for the Dartnell Magazine Digest and 
Reference Service.”’ 

Photostats of any articles not already in- 
dexed for the Service are supplied at the 
regular photostat rates.”’ 

Publicity—Leaflet—The Bank of Italy has 
issued a leaflet which is simply printed in good 


Research 


Miss Rebecca B. Rankin, an associate editor, 
contributes a group of Research Notes. The 
editor would welcome other items on this 
subject. Editor. 


Perhaps by coincidence, there have come to 
our attention, a number of interesting books 
and periodical articles or speeches by individuals 
on ‘‘Research.”’ 

x * * 


The Carnegie Corporation of New York pro- 
vided a subvention which made possible a sur- 
vey conducted for the American Council of 
Learned Societies by Professor Frederic A. 
Ogg of the University of Wisconsin. In the 
field of the humanistic and social sciences this 
what research organiza- 


“a 


survey makes known 
tions and facilities now exist, what research 
projects are in progress or in prospect, under 
favorable or unfavorable conditions such 
projects are carried forward, and what steps 
are necessary to be taken if advances in the 
humanities are in coming years to be in any 
degree commensurate with those almost daily 
recorded in the domains of natural science.” 

“Research in the Humanistic and Social 
Sciences,” (New York: Century Company, 
1928), has an amazing amount of information 
about such research which Professor Ogg ex- 
plains thus: 
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size type in black on bluish gray, a cadet blue 
really, which was distributed amongst their 
employees. The heading is YOUR LIBRARY: 
WHAT IT COLLECTS AND HOW IT 
SERVES. The second page gives the list of 
associations with whom the library makes 
contact. They are: 

1. Chamber of Commerce; 2. State De- 
partment of Agriculture; 3. Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce; 4. State Chamber of 
Commerce; 5. Research Bureaus of: Industrial 
Organizations, Stock and Bond Houses, Con- 
sulate Offices, Other specialized libraries. 
The third page tells how the contacts serve 
your departments by answering various kinds 
of questions. The fourth page tells what their 
weekly library bulletin does and concludes with 
this sentence: ‘‘Make the library your best 
tool for your own advancement and for better 
service to your clients and stockholders.’’— 
K. Dorothy Ferguson, Librarian, Bank of Italy, 
San Francisco. 


Activities 


“Man learns a good many things by 
accident—by simply stumbling upon them. 
In the main, however, he adds to his 
knowledge by definite, deliberate inquiry— 
by coming up against a question or a 
problem and casting about for an answer 
or solution. This process of conscious, pre- 
meditated inquiry we call research. There 
is no need of laboring over a definition of 
research. The term obviously excludes 
(although there is much popular confusion 
on the point) that which is only search 
by one man for what another already 
knows, or the mere rearranging of facts and 
materials. But the name is worthily be- 
stowed on any invéstigative effort—in 
library, laboratory, field, or shop—which 
has for its object an increase of the sum 
total of human knowledge, either by 
additions to the stock of actual present 
knowledge or by the discovery of new 
bases of knowledge, which for the research 
worker, and ultimately for the future of 
intellectual life, is of course far the more 
important. Research may or may not come 
to success; it may or may not add anything 
to what is already known. It is sufficient 
that its objective be new knowledge, or at 
least a new mode or orientation of knowl- 
edge. 


” 


ee 
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No librarian can afford not to study this 
survey on research. 
work. 


It is so important in our 
True, only one of its seventeen chap- 
ters is devoted to ‘‘Libraries as aids to research.” 
In this chapter the author touches upon seven 
categories of Special Libraries. 


Mr. Edward A. Filene of Boston, delivered 
an address before the Sixty-Ninth Convocation 
of the University of the State of New York, 
October, 1928, which has been reprinted as 
“Contributions of Research to Business.’ He 
contends that the ‘‘miracle’’ of American 
prosperity has been due largely to research 
and goes on to prove his point. 
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In the Educational Research Bulletin, pub. 
lished by Ohio State University College of 
Education, in the October, 1928, issue, we find 
an article giving a resumé of research in the 
educational field, by Harold B. Chapman, 
entitled ‘‘Bureaus of Research and Statistics 
in State departments of Education.” 


* * * 


Mr. Maynard M. Metcalf, of Johns Hopkins, § 


spoke on ‘‘The Research Attitude of Mind,” 
at the University of Buffalo, and his address is 
printed in the University of Buffalo Studies, 
September, 1928. This article may give ideas 
to the librarian doing research. 


Associations 


Boston 


The regular monthly meeting of Special 
Libraries Association of Boston was held on 
Monday evening, March 25th, in the Library 
of Metcalf and Eddy, 1300 Statler Building, 
Boston. 

Miss Ruth Canavan, librarian of this li- 
brary, told about the mechanical equipment 
of the library, and explained her system of 
routine to the members present. 

A report of the Executive Committee was 
read in regard to Mr. Lee’s proposal for a 
centralized bureau of information. It was de- 
cided by this committee that such a project 
should not be undertaken at this time. 

It was voted that the report of the com- 
mittee on revision of the constitution be con- 
sidered progressive and 
continued. 


the committee be 
Reports of the various standing committees 
were read at this meeting. 
The heard and 
brought out sources of information heretofore 


following speakers were 


unknown to many of the members: 
Miss E. 


ciated Industries; 


Gertrude Mealy, librarian, Asso- 
Miss Aletta Spence, libra- 
rian, New England Bureau of Public Service 
Information; Miss Laura R. Gibbs, formerly 
librarian of Tel-You-Where; John H. Rear- 
don, in charge of Information Office, Boston 
Public Library ; Frank H. Chase, reference li- 


brarian, Boston Public Library. 

The following Nominating Committee was 
appointed: 

Miss Ruth V. Cook, librarian, Harvard 


University School of Architecture, Chairman ; 
Miss Mildred R. Bradbury, assistant, Boston 


Public Library ; Geo. W. Lee, librarian, Stone 
& Webster. 

The next meeting of the Association was 
held in the Insurance Library Association of 
Boston on April 22. 


Cleveland 


During the month of February the Cleveland 
Chapter held two meetings, one business and 
the other social. A report on the national side 
of S. L. A. by our national president, Mr. Cady, 
featured the session of February 8, held in the 
Cleveland Public Library. Mr. Cady reported 
the events at the Business Round Table at the 
Chicago A. L. A. Council Meeting, with the 
passing by the Council of the motion for a 
Business Section for A. L. A. Action taken by 
the S. L. A. Executive Board Meeting in New 
York, plans for the forthcoming convention, 
and other projects before the Association were 
also discussed by Mr. Cady. 

What 
Washington’s 


be an annual affair is the 
Birthday dinner and_ social 
meeting held at the suburban home of one of 
our members, Mrs. Grace Birdsall. This is the 
third year for this holiday celebration. 

Perhaps the most outstanding meeting of 
the year for the Cleveland Chapter was the 
dinner-meeting held at the Cleveland Cham- 
ber of Commerce Club in the new Terminal 
Tower Building, on the evening of Thurs- 
day, April 4th. 

After the 
served, Miss 


bids to 


delightfully 
Woods, Foreign Trade 


delicious dinner, 
M. E. 
Secretary of the Cleveland Chamber of Com- 
merce, presented a comprehensive report of 
the work of her office. We were much im- 
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pressed by the scope of the work, the re- 
sponsibility of assembling and distributing 
valuable information accurately and _ effici- 
ently, and the variety of her duties which 
occasionally include that of detective. For in- 
stance, when information is received from 
another city that someone is representing a 
foreign firm which does not exist, it is her 
duty to send out a warning through the dis- 
trict and, if possible, catch the culprit. 

Miss Rose Vormelker, Secretary of the 
Special Libraries Association, gave an ex- 
tremely interesting talk on the work of the 
Association, especially that of the several 
committees and groups. She emphasized the 
different ways in which the local chapters or 
individual librarians might receive assistance 
from the Association. 

The meeting closed with an informal recep- 
tion in Miss Woods’s offices on the seven- 
teenth floor of the same building. The view 
of the city by night was a most fascinating 
picture—the many twinkling lights and the 
reflections in the winding Cuyahoga River 
tempting us to stay on indefinitely. 


Detroit 

At a recent meeting of the new Detroit 
Chapter there were fifty-two persons present 
for luncheon and a talk by Miss Margaret 
Mann, of the Department of Library Science, 
University of Michigan. Miss Lutz, Librarian 
of the General Motors library, had general 
charge of this meeting, and arranged for the 
group to see her library and for tours through 
the General Motors Research Laboratories 
where some most interesting experiments 
and instruments were demonstrated. 


Illinois 


The March meeting of the Illinois Chapter of 
the Special Libraries Association was held in the 
assembly hall of the Chicago Historical Society 
on March 18, 1929. 

Mr. L. Hubbard Shattuck, Director of the 
Society, delivered an address on the subject 
of the Chicago Historical Society as a Public 
Institution. Mr. Shattuck described the 
history and growth of this organization, its 
present methods of operation, the future 
plans of the Society for extended activity, its 
proposed new building in Lincoln Park, and its 
widening usefulness. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Shattuck’s talk, 
an inspection trip was made by the members 
of the Illinois Chapter through the museum and 
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library of the Society, viewing at first hand 
some of the treasures and historic records which 
they may have occasion to refer to in their work. 
The members of the Illinois Chapter showed 
their appreciation of the courtesies extended to 
them by the Chicago Historical Society at this 
meeting by a large attendance, at the same time 
taking advantage of the opportunity to increase 
their knowledge of the resources and services of 
libraries in Chicago. 


New York 


The New York Special Libraries Associa- 
tion held its third dinner-meeting on Febru- 
ary 27th in the auditorium of the John Wana- 
maker Company. The evening was devoted to 
music. 

Dr. Alexander Russell, director of music of 
the John Wanamaker Company, played a 
beautiful composition on the organ. 

Mr. Waldemar Rieck, well-known reviewer 
and writer, formerly with the New York Pub- 
lic Library, now associated with “Musical 
America,” discussed the service of the library 
to the music writer. 

Mr. W. Percival-Monger described the li- 
brary of the National Broadcasting Company. 
Mr. Monger’s interesting article appears in 
another portion of this issue of SPECIAL 
LIBRARIES. 

Miss May Gadd, Director of the New York 
branch of the English Folk Dance Society, 
accompanied by her class, gave several de- 
lightful country dances. Miss Gadd described 
the development of the country dance and 
explained how the figures of the dance had 
been collected in England and the country 
sections of America. The music for the dance 
was furnished by Mrs. Haig, with violin ac- 
companiment by Andre Chambellan. 


Philadelphia 


The Special Libraries Council of Philadelphia 
and vicinity, held its February meeting on the 
first, at the new home of the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy and Science, and the speaker 
was Professor Ivor Griffith, editor of the 
American Journal of Pharmacy. 

Professor Griffith talked on the ‘History of 
the Literature of Pharmacy.”’ In trailing the 
science of medicine back into the remote ages 
through old books, Professor Griffith told of 
many amusing things found in those old 
records. Ebers’ Papyrus, 1554 B.C., he said, 
speaks of specialists whom we think of as being 
purely and totally modern. From this old 
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record, Professor Griffith was good enough to 
give us a prescription for hair tonic, one 
especially compounded for an Egyptian prin- 
cess, consisting of such ingredients as powdered 
mummy, the heel of an Abyssinian guy hound, 
a quantity of putrified mice and an ass’s hoof. 
Speaking of the slow progress of medicine up 
to the modern times, Professor Griffith said 
that many of the ingredients in medicines in the 
pharmacopeeia as late as William Penn’s time, 
were quite as unusual as those in the hair tonic. 

After the meeting had adjourned, the mem- 
bers had an opportunity to visit the library, 
and the model drug store in connection with the 
College. 

7 * ~ 

On March 1 the Special Libraries Council of 
Philadelphia and vicinity held its regular meet- 
ing at the library of the United Gas Improve- 
ment Company. Mr. Richard H. Oppermann, 
assistant librarian, made an informal exposition 
of the scope of the library, while showing us the 
various charts, files, and indexes which are the 
important tools of the library. The library 
itself includes one of the most complete col- 
lections of public service commission reports in 
the country. 

Mr. William E. Saunders, librarian, and one 
of the leading spirits in the early days of the 
council, gave us some retrospective thoughts 
which were very interesting. 

Each one of us was presented with a copy 
of the U. G. I. Circle as well as a copy of an 
abstract of current literature on scientific and 
economic subjects. This abstracting of litera- 
ture is done regularly as a part of the library’s 
research activities. 

On April 5, the council will have its annual 
dinner at the Bellevue-Stratford. We are glad 
to announce the speaker of the occasion— 
David Lawrence—on ‘‘The National Outlook.”’ 

On May 3, the annual business meeting will 
be held at the American Philosophical Society, 
134 South 5th Street, with committee reports 
and election of officers. 


Pittsburgh 
March 23, 


of the 


1929 was the date of a meeting 
Pittsburgh Special Libraries Associa- 
tion held at the Tuberculosis League Hospital, 
at which 13 members and 2 guests were pres- 
ent. 

luncheon served 


After a delicious the 


League, the minutes of the last two meetings 


by 


vere read and some announcements concern- 
the National to 
May were made by the President. 


ing Convention be held in 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 





April, 1929 


Miss Macrum gave an interesting talk on the 
Vocational Library which she has started for 
patients in the Tuberculosis Hospital, telling 
of the vocations open to them, and also of the 
sources from which material for the Library 
was gathered. 


San Francisco 


Mr. Nathan van Patten, Director of the 
Stanford University Library at Palo Alto, was 
the honor guest and speaker at a special dinner 
meeting of the Special Libraries Association of 
San Francisco, February 19th, at the Bellevue 
Hotel. In his discussion of ‘‘Union Lists,” 
Mr. van Patten emphasized the necessity for co- 
ordination and co-operation in the compiling of 
such indexes, especially in the terminology em- 
ployed, and cited numerous examples both 
American and foreign. As a member of the 
American Library Association committee, under 
whose guidance its Union List was prepared, 
Mr. van Patten was particularly enabled to 
discuss the problems involved in the preparation 
of such lists. We especially appreciated the 
informal discussion which answered many of 
the problems which have arisen in the compiling 
of our own Union List. 


Mr. C. H. Judson and Miss Simmons, his 
assistant, were the host and hostess at a most 
enjoyable “at home” in the library of the Pa- 
cific Telephone and Telegraph Company on 
Thursday, March 21st. The library was open 
to the members of the Special Libraries As- 
sociation of San Francisco after a_ brief 
an exceed- 
three 


sides the library indicates that a great deal 


luncheon held nearby. In spite of 
ingly lovely and distracting view from 
of careful thought and labor has been spent 
on it, and the files of periodicals and shelved 
material contain a wealth of information. The 
collection of telephones of all ages and sizes 
was of particular interest. Unfortunately, not 
everyone was able to remain for the tour of 
the building and the flashlight picture of the 
group. It is uncertain to what use this latter 
is to be put—some say the rotogravure section 
others the rogues’ gallery! In either case 


it portrays a group of librarians who have 


just acquired a variety of ideas and inspira- 


tions and consequently are looking very 


pleased and happy. 
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Southern California 


Special Libraries Association of Southern 
California had a very enjoyable meeting on the 
evening of February 19, at the Western Pre- 
cipitation Company, Los Angeles. Miss Anna 
M. Frey, President of the Association, who is 
also librarian of the Western Precipitation 
Company, showed the members around the 
various departments and explained the details 
of the work. After a short business meeting, 
Mr. Marcel A. Lissman of the Western Pre- 
cipitation Company, demonstrated his True- 
tone Analyzer, a device to guide the music 
student to the true pitch during practice. 


x ok Ox 
The March meeting of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Chapter of the Special Libraries As- 
sociation was held at the Research Library of 
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the Paramount-Famous-Lasky Corporation, 
Hollywood. 

There were about fifty members present, 
with San Diego and La Jolla sending repre- 
sentatives to the meeting. The hostess, Miss 
Gladys Percy, librarian, assisted by Miss Rena 
Clark, provided a most enjoyable and unusual 
program. After a short inspection of the li- 
brary, dinner was served in the Studio cafe, 
which was quite an event due to the wander- 
ing in and out of the various movie directors 
and stars. Following a short business meeting 
Mr. Albert De Sart, head of the Sound De- 
partment, gave a most interesting talk on 
Sound Pictures and later conducted the mem- 
bers on a tour of the studio and grounds, 
affording the opportunity of seeing and hear- 
ing a Talkie in the making. 


Personal Notes 
Mary C. Parker, Department Editor 


Lewis A. Armistead, librarian of the Boston 
Elevated Railway, is recovering from a seri- 
ous illness. 


Mrs. Virginia C. Bacon of Portland, Ore- 
gon, has been elected State Librarian of the 
Portland State Library. She succeeds Miss 
Cornelia Marvin, who was recently married. 
Mrs. Bacon comes to the position from the 
Portland Public Library, where she was ad- 
visor in Adult Education. 


Dorothy G. Bell, librarian of the business 
branch of the Providence Public Library, 
discussed on March 18th, “Business Books for 
Business Folk,” in a series of talks sponsored 


by the library. 


Ruth S. Brown, cataloger at the National 
Industrial Conference Board, New York, has 
recently resigned. 


Mrs. Edith J. Clark, a recent graduate of 
the New Jersey College for Women Library 
School, is now doing a special job of filing 
with The Port of New York Authority 
Library. 


Dorothea Collins, formerly librarian of 
Jackson & Moreland, has taken a position in 


Cleveland Public Library. 


Joseph L. Crandell, night librarian of the 
Boston Globe, died February 10. He left a 
widow and a nine-months’ old son. 


Mary Culver has been appointed assistant 
in the library of the New York Academy of 
Medicine. 


Marion G. Eaton, librarian, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Boston, sailed for Italy on March 
22, for a visit of two months. 


Mr. William Prescott Greenlaw, for 27 
years librarian of the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society, has become librarian 
emeritus. Miss Josephine Rayne, 
assistant librarian, has been made librarian. 


former 


Henrietta Herz, formerly assistant at the 
New York Public Library, has been appointed 
librarian for Alfred Knopf, Inc. 


Mark Kiley, assistant librarian at the Am- 
herst College library since 1924, has been 
appointed librarian of the University Club 
Library, New York City. 


Julia King has been appointed librarian of 
the Silk Association of America. 


Leona Kohn has resigned her position in 
the Library of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland and on April Ist assumed new 
duties with the Industrial Arts Index in New 
York City. Miss Kohn has been Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Cleveland Chapter for the 
past year. 
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Miss Ann Jamba is in charge of the new 
library of the National Investors Corpora- 
tion, 120 Broadway, New York City. 


Mrs. Mary Watkins Deitrichson, formerly 
with the Baker Business Library of Harvard 
University, is now with the Boston Public 
Library, where she is modernizing the Statis- 
tical Department. 

Estelle Liebman has resigned her position 
in the Baker Library of the Harvard School 
for Business Administration. 

Mary V. Lynch has accepted a position 
with the Standard Statistics Co. of New York. 


Ruth A. Phillips, formerly librarian of 
Lockwood, Greene & Co., Boston, is now li- 
brarian of Jackson & Moreland. 


Marian D. Reeve, assistant in the library of 
Redmond & Co., New York, has resigned her 
position to be married soon. 


Frances M. Reitmeyer is now employed in 
the library of Batten, Barton, Durstine & 


Osborn. 


Sarah de C. Ruth is now librarian in the 
sales division of the Edison Lamp Works. 


Jeannette Moore Smith is now connected 
with the H. W. Wilson Company. Miss Smith 
was formerly with the Cleanliness Institute. 


Mrs. J. R. Smith has accepted a position 
as librarian in the general laboratories of 
the U. S. Rubber Company at Passaic, N. J. 
Mrs. Smith comes from the Carnegie Library 
at Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Helen G. Stewart, formerly with the New 
York Public Library, has accepted a position 
in the library of the general laboratories of 
the U. S. Rubber Company at Passaic, N. J. 


Mr. P. S. Stoddard, formerly with Cravath, 
de Gersdorff, Swain & Wood, 15 Broad 
Street, New York, is now librarian of Rey- 
nolds, Richards & McCutcheon, 68 William 


Street. 


Wilhelmina Taylor, librarian of the New 
York Telephone Company, has recently re- 
signed to be married. Miss Dorothy Avery 
has been appointed librarian. 


Basil Turner has resigned his position with 
the Marland Oil Co., Ponca City, Okla., and 
is librarian of Pettigrew & Meyer, 120 Broad- 
way, New York. 
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Miss Margaret D. Bruce, a graduate of 
Drexel Library School, is assistant librarian 
of the library of the Experimental Station of 
the Chemical Department of Du Pont de 
Nemours & Co. in Wilmington. 


Miss Katharine D. Brownfield has accepted 
a position as abstractor and indexer with the 
Carnegie Steel Co. in Pittsburgh. 


Miss Mildred A. Lee, for sometime assist- 
ant in the library of Ford, Bacon & Davis in 
New York City, has accepted a position of a 
newly organized library of the Selected 
Securities, Inc., 65 Broadway, New York City, 


Miss Emily G. Davis is the new librarian 
of the Johns-Manville library, 292 


Madison Avenue, New York City. 


Corp. 


Miss Frances Walsh until recently with the 
Party Factory Saks, is now librarian of the 
Cavendish Trading Corporation, 180 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 


Charles Alexander Nelson, “dean of Ameri- 
can librarians,” recently celebrated his nine- 
tieth birthday at his home in Mt. Vernon. 
Mr. Nelson received during the day a hun- 
dred guests and many telegrams of congrat- 
ulations from librarians in New York and 
other cities. He has been engaged for the 
past three years in translating Johann 
Schoepflin’s “Vindiciae Typographicae” and 
in preparing a volume of poems. Mr. Nelson 
retired in 1905 from the position of deputy 
reference librarian of the Columbia Univer- 
sity Library. 


Bertine FE. Weston has become managing 
editor of the Library Journal, in place of 
Duncan, who resigned after a 
decade of service. Miss Weston has_ been 
identified with the Brooklyn Public Library, 
Dayton Public Library, and the Fort Wayne 
and Allen County (Ind.) Library System, and 
brings to her new position a wealth of ex- 
perience in children’ work, school library de- 


Eleanor ff 


velopment and library journalism. 


Miss Adeline Zachert, supervisor of school 
libraries for the State of New York, has 
joined the staff of the World Peace Founda- 
tion as Field Secretary. During the year she 
will visit university, public and school libraries 
throughout the United States, assisting li- 
brarians in the selection of authoritative and 
suitable material on international relations 
and international co-operation. 
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Events and Publications 


Rebecca B. Rankin, Department Editor 


The Detroit Edison Library devotes a page 
in the Synchroscope to new books received and 
articles of interest. 

* * * 

The 1928 edition of Market Research Agencies, 
from the U. S. Department of Commerce, 
(Domestic Commerce Series—No. 6), is as 
useful as previous editions and is right up-to- 
date. 


* * * 

Glimpses of Banking History, a pamphlet 
nicely illustrated with line drawings and used 
for publicity purposes, has been distributed by 
the First Wisconsin National Bank of Mil- 


waukee. 
+ * * 


The Municipal Administration Service, 261 
Broadway, New York City, is responsible for a 
pamphlet Photostat Recording, by George C. 
Havenner. It is designed primarily for public 
officials but may be equally useful to business 
men who make use of copying methods. 

* * * 

Miss Margaret Kehl of the staff of the New 
York Municipal Reference Library, broad- 
casted over WNYC, the New York City’s 
municipal radio station, on the subject ‘‘New 


Yorkers,” in February. 
* + * 


The Birmingham Fire and Casualty Insur- 
ance Exchange of Birmingham, Alabama has 
established a Central Insurance Library and 
Service Office. Works of recognized authori- 
ties have been purchased and placed in this 
Library for reference. A full-time assistant 
secretary is in charge of the library and office. 


Indiana is to have a new State Library 
building, and a Commission of nine have been 
appointed by the Governor to consider plans. 
Mr. K. Louis Bailey is ex-officio secretary of 
the Commission. 

x ok Ox 

The Industrial Relations Counselors, Inc., 
Miss Linda H. Morley, librarian, has prepared 
its third library bulletin containing a semi- 
annual review of the current literature on in- 
dustrial relations and a bibliography on mutual 
benefit associations. 

* * + 

The Municipal Reference Library of New 
York has issued a four-leaf pamphlet on the 
resources of the library. The closing sentence 
reads: ‘‘Make it a habit to come to the Munic- 
ipal Reference Library for any facts about city 
affairs or municipal activities.”’ 

* * * 

A leaflet issued by the Business Branch of 
the Newark Public Library, reprints in its 
March issue an article on ‘‘Business Libraries, 
which first appeared in the New York Credit 
Men's Association Bulletin. We only regret 
that space will not permit reproducing this 
worth while article in Special Libraries. 

* 2 ” 

In 1930 occurs the 300th Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, in which all New England will celebrate 
a Puritan Tercentenary of National Sig- 
nificance, The Massachusetts Bay Tercenten- 
ary, Inc., 44 School Street, Boston, issues a 
bulletin every month, telling of their plans and 
progress being made. 











OUTLINE MAPS 
CHARTING FORMS 
EXHIBITS PREPARED 


EDUCATIONAL 








GRAPHICS HEADQUARTERS 


MECHANICAL GRAPHS 
CORK BULLETIN BOARDS 
COLORED GLASS MAP PINS 


GRAPHIC RECORD SUPPLIES AND SERVICE 


EXHIBITION 
28 CUSTOM HOUSE STREET, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


COMPANY 














In answering Advertisements mention Special Libraries 














138 SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


In the Economic Review of the Soviet Union, 
published by the Amtorg Trading Corporation, 
165 Broadway, New York City, beginning with 
February 15, 1929, will be printed a_bib- 
liography of books, periodicals and articles in 
periodicals dealing with economic conditions 
in the Soviet Union, which have appeared in 
the United States in English language since 
1920. 


* * * 


The Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
Library, Miss Dorothy St. J. Manks, librarian, 
held a special exhibition of rare and interesting 
garden books, March 19th to 23rd, in connection 
with the 100th anniversary celebration of the 
Society. 

* * * 

The Committee on English Usage, under date 
of March 1, 1929, issued a bibliography on 
English Usage, signed by George W. Lee. A 
preliminary report has been prepared by the 
chairman and sent to the committee members, 
consisting of the chairmen of the various sub- 
committees of the Commercial-Technical 
Group. Copies of this preliminary report may 
be obtained upon application to Mr. Lee, Stone 
& Webster, Boston. 


* - * 


Dr. Koopman and Mr. Drury of the John 
Hay Library, have sent to members of the 
faculty of Brown University a circular letter 
relating to the ‘“‘Union List of Serials in the 
Libraries of the United States and Canada,” 
presenting in succinct form the merits of this 
notable bibliographical undertaking. This 
practice should be emulated by other colleges 
and universities. 

* * * 

The Boston City Council has accepted an 

order deeding to Louis E. Kirstein, President of 
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the Board of Trustees of the Boston Public 
Library, certain land on which he has proposed 
to erect and present to the City a building fora 
business branch of the public library. 


* * * 


The Detroit Synchroscope, the house organ of 
the Detroit Edison Company, in a recent issue, 
has a lead article on “Office Filing,’’ by Mary 
Giblin of the Chief Engineer's Office. A class- 
ified filing system, based upon the Dewey 
System, has been installed and the classification 
is performed by a trained librarian supervising 
clerks in charge of filing and typing. The article 
has some good suggestions for corporation 
filing. 


* * * 


The National Bureau of Casualty & Surety 
Underwriters, through its librarian, Miss M. B. 
Pressman, has recently issued its Second 
Annual Index to Current Literature dealing 
with casualty insurance, suretyship and re- 
lated subjects received in the library of the 
National Bureau of Casualty & Surety Under- 
writers, during the year 1928. The bulletin 
practically constitutes a yearly bibliography on 
the subject of casualty insurance. 


* * * 


Waller Carson & Company, invest ment coun- 
selors, recently opened new offices in the 
Investment Trust Building, Milwaukee. A 
portion of the third floor is devoted to the 
library of the company, which it is stated will 
be the largest and most complete source library 
of financial and statistical material in the Mil- 
waukee section of the Middle West. The or- 
ganization, which was founded only three years 
ago, is described in a well illustrated article in 
the Mid-Western Banker for February. 
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The Barlow Medical Library of Los Angeles, 
Miss Mary E. Irish, Librarian, recently issued 
an attractive 24-page report which, in addition 
to the detailed work of the library, mentions 
the participation of the library in the exhibit 
of the S. L. A. at the meeting of the Cali- 
fornia Library Association. Inter-library loans 
are noted, especially courteous favors from 
the Army Medical Library at Washington, and 
a financial statement, statistical record and 
gifts complete the pamphlet. 


* * * 


The Institute for the Study of Law at The 
Johns Hopkins University, is preparing a survey 
of “research in law’’ and research in other 
fields bearing on legal questions and legal 
institutions now in progress throughout the 
United States. Questionnaires have been sent 
to legislative reference bureaus in all the states, 
also to faculties of law schools, bar associations, 
legal aid societies, faculties of economics, 
political science, sociology and psychology, 
foundations, institutes, organized research 
groups and other organizations and associations 
engaged in research. The results of the study 
will be printed by the Institute at a later date. 


* * * 


The Worker and the Library is the title of a 
pamphlet published for the Workers Education 
Bureau of America, by the A. L. A. The 
pamphlet in brief forms outlines the value of 
the public library to the user, presents it as a 
democratic institution for the use of everyone 
and notes a few books of value, including the 
‘Reading with a Purpose”’ series of the A. L. A. 
and the ‘‘Workers Bookshelf’’ sponsored by the 
Workers Education Bureau of America. The 
writer stresses the library as an information 
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bureau and quotes the words of William 
Green, President of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the library is ‘‘a necessary part of 
the educational equipment of every city—a 
storehouse of the tools of education.” 


The latest edition of Women of Today 
by Ida Clyde Clarke, compiler and editor, pub- 
lished by Women of Today Press, briefly dis- 
cusses women in public libraries, special li- 
braries and library school work. Many well- 
known members of Special Libraries Associa- 
tion are mentioned, including Miss Ruth 
Nichols, Miss Margaret Burnett, Miss Alex- 
ander and Miss Bradley of New York; Miss 
Chicago and Miss Margaret 
Reynolds of Milwaukee. 


Krause of 


* * * 


The Bureau of Mines in co-operation with 
the American Petroleum Institute and the 
S. L. A., has prepared under the direction of 
H. Britton, bibliographer, a pamphlet entitled 
“Recent Articles on Petroleum and Allied 
Substances.” The publication is distributed by 
the Petroleum Field Office, U. S. Bureau of 
Mines, 506 Custom House, San Francisco. 
The pamphlet, containing 46 printed pages, 
discusses the history, geographic occurrence 
and geology of petroleum, its development, 
production, transportation and _ distribution. 
There are also sections devoted to properties 
and their determination; to refining and re- 
fineries ; utilization; legislation and legal reg- 
ulations. 
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Opposite the Library of Congress 
The Ugly Duckling 
TEA HOUSE 


115 B Street, S.E. 
LUNCHEON - e 55c to $1.00 
DINNER~ - ° - 60c to $1.25 


A la carte at all times. 
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On March 11, 1929 the York Times 
commented editorially upon the annual report 
of the Newark Public Library, noting the state- 
ment of Mr. John Cotton Dana in a recent 
library bulletin. The words of Mr. Dana are 
well worth reprinting: ‘‘A library is not a school 
house. A new world of print and picture in 
newspapers and magazines surrounds us. What 
service can a library render in this new world? 
In obedience to the demands of this new world 
of printed information, wisdom and speculation, 
libraries have in some slight degree modified 
their methods and extended their field of work. 
My suggestion is that they go further, that 
they withdraw somewhat from a part of the 
book lending field, popular fiction for example, 
and devote more of their time, skill and energy 
to the making of themselves guides, keys, 
indexes, abstracts of the latest findings in the 
field of knowledge.” 


New 


* * * 


The London School of Economics and Politi- 
cal Science, Houghton Street, London, has 
prepared a London Bibliography of the Social 
Sciences, being the subject catalogue of the 
British Library of Political and Economic 
Science at the School of Economics, the Gold- 
smith’s Library of Economic Literature at 
the University of London, the Libraries of the 
Royal Statistical Society and the Royal 
Anthropological Institute and certain special 
collections at University College, London, and 
elsewhere. The publication was compiled under 
the direction of B. M. Headicar, Librarian, and 
C. Fuller, Assistant Librarian. The biblio- 
graphy contains half a million entries with the 
Library of Congress classification symbols and 
is issued in four volumes at an advance price 
of five guineas. 

. . + 

The Division of Simplified Practice of the 

Department of Commerce has issued a release 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 








April, 1929 


on the relation of advertising men to sim- 
plification. Mr. S. F. Tillman, who has pre. 
pared the release, notes that simplification js 
equally the probiem of the manufacturer, 
distributor and consumer. Simplified practice 
has not only had the support of the manu- 
facturer and the distributor, but the advertis- 
ing profession can so influence consumers that 
purchasers would tend toward simplification, 
In the simplified practice projects the Division 
has had the co-operation of trade papers and 
the daily press. The Division also prints its 
own monthly bulletin called Commercial Stand- 
ards Monthly, which reports current progress 
in the field of simplification. Advertising 
agencies can obtain this publication and lists 
of completed recommendations for file in their 
reference libraries upon application to the 
Division of Simplified Practice, Department of 
Commerce, Room 316, Commerce Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


* * * 


The Insurance Group has recently issued a 
booklet outlining the organization of an in- 
surance library. The booklet is the result of 
a suggestion by Mr. Rollin M. Clark, Assist- 
ant Manager of the Insurance Department, 
Chamber of Commerce of the United States 
of America, and was prepared under the 
direction of Miss Pyrrha Sheffield, Chair- 
man of the Insurance Group, and Miss Grace 
Stephens of the Retail Credit Company, At- 
lanta, Georgia. The booklet was printed 
through the courtesy of the Retail Credit 
Company. Copies may be obtained from Mrs. 
Alice F. FitzGerald, Librarian, National Life 
Insurance Co., Montpelier, Vermont; Mana- 
ger, Insurance Department, Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States of America, 
Washington, D. C.; or Librarian, Retail 
Credit Company, Atlanta, Georgia. 











Bibliographies Apr.-Dec. 
1928 in chemical technology 
FOR SALE 


Patent and periodical reference 
list (with abstracts) on one sub- 
ject, $3.00; both for $5.25; dis- 
count for quantity. 


SMITH & SMITH 
138 Bachtel Ave., Akron, Ohio 














WANTED 


‘‘Raffinage et Blanchiment des 
Huiles, Graisses et Cires a L’aide 
du Frankonit.”’ 

Pfirschinger Mineralwerke at 
Kitzingen, Germany, 1912. 

“‘Das Raffinieren und Bleichen von 
Olen, Fetten und Wachsen mit- 
telst Frankonit, 1915.’’ 


Address SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


11 Nisbet Street Providence 
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A few of the distinctive features of Rademaekers binding are: 
Skilled workmanship: The very best binding materials: Moderate prices: 
Prompt service. 
Personal supervision of every order by the Rademaekers, Senior and Junior. 
Rademaekers special methods of binding library books are adapted in a special 
way to volumes which need rebinding for Special Libraries use. 
Mrs. K. E. Barry, who for a quarter of a century helped the late Mr. 
Cedric Chivers in his American plant, will be glad to hear from old and 
new customers. 
Quotations submitted on large and small orders. 


RADEMAEKERS 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY and BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
































LIBRARY COURSES | Miss Sarah De Hart Kinney 
July 1—August 9 LIBRARY SPECIALIST 
Cataloguing and subject headings, Mary Libraries installed and organized 
E. Hyde; Reference work and classifi- Unusually broad experience in promi- 
cation, Administration and a librarian’s nent institutions and companies 
professional reading, June R. Donnelly. 730 FIFTH AVENUE 
SIMMONS COLLEGE NEW YORK CITY 
Boston, Massachusetts Telephone Circle 0680 
International Booksellers, Chemical, Medical and 
INC. Scientific Research 
AMERICA-SOUTH-OF-U. S. PERIODICA 
17 East 45th Street, New York LS 


Complete sets, volumes and odd copies 


SPECIALISTS: Books, Pamphlets, Periodical 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 


and Governmental publications—current or out- 
of-Print on MEXICO, CENTRAL AMERICA, B. LOGIN & SON 
SOUTH AMERICA and the WEST INDIES. 29 East 21st St. NEW YORK 




















LIBRARIANS | LIBRARIANS P. B. SANFORD CO. 











WANTED SUPPLIED BOOKBINDERS 

For good For positions 

positions in anywhere Library Binders 

all parts of This service ; ; 

the country is free Special Designs 
Write immediately to Dept. C . 

THE AMERICAN LIBRARIANS’ AGENCY for Fine Bis dings 

WINDSOR. CONNECTICUT 78 Bedford St. Boston, Mass. 
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We extend a cordial invitation 
to Librarians and Members of 
the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion to visit our store while in 


our city 
John Byrne & Company 
LAW BOOKSELLERS 


1324 EYE STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Telephone Main 114 














B. Westermann Co., Inc. 


13 West 46th Street 
New York 
Medical Branch: 
168th St. & Broadway 


BOOKS 


In Foreign Languages 


for 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
SCIENTIFIC & GENERAL 


Members of the S. L. A. are cordially 
invited to visit our booth at the 
A. L. A. Conference in Washing- 
ton, or our Store in New 
York on their way to 
the Conference. 

















Interlaken Mills—The Complete Book Cloth Plant 











Interlaken Mills 


Providence, R. I. 
New York Office:18 Thomas St. 


The only plant in the United States devoted exclusively to 
the manufacture of Book Cloth where cloth is made complete 


FROM BALE TO BOOK 








Interlaken 
Book Cloth «2, 




















SAVE THE STRAIN 


on the bindings of your large Dictionaries 
and other reference books by using the 


REVOLVING 


DICTIONARY STAND 


It lengthens the lives of these expensive 
volumes, will repay its cost within a year 
Write for full details. 


THEH.R.HUNTTINGCO., Inc. 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 








Please patronize our Advertisers 
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Book Announcements 


Reference books, books on business, technology, government economics and labor, 
are advertised on this page and the six pages following. When ‘purchasing a book ad- 
vertised in our columns, please notify the publisher when you order through a dealer. 
Naturally the publisher desires to know the results of his advertising. 








Official 
AIRCRAFT 
YEAR BOOK 
1929 
11th Annual Edition 
500 Pages, 150 Illus., Maps | 


Price $5.25 


AERONAUTICAL CHAMBER OF | 
COMMERCE OF AMERICA, INC. | 


300 Madison Avenue, New York 





Keane’s Manual of 


Investment Trusts 


Volume II (over 1200 pages) 
Ready May 1 


A new up-to-date Manual with 
complete statistical analyses of 
over 400 Investment Trusts as 
well as extensive other data. 


Price $20.00 
FINANCIAL PUBLISHING COMPANY 
9 Newbury St. 


YSIS? BIBS KBE FBASE 
CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES $ 


Boston, Mass. | 





by 
HUGH L. KEENLEYSIDE va) 
Rational thinking on the subject of Canadian- 
Py 


American relations characterizes the work. 


reasons for the present rapprochement, and the 
judicial methods now employed to settle dif- 3) 


ferences from Student Edition its basic ¥ 
$3.25 and _ tables 
Library Edition discussions. va) 
$4.00 


ALFRED A. KNOPF NEW YORK 


BRE BRE BRE IEIR 


theme. Maps 
clarify 


: 
¥ The causes for divergence in the past, the SS | 
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Guide to Good Letter Writing. 


BUSINESS 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Principles and Practice 


HARVEY LEE MARCOUX, A.B., M.A. 
Associate Professor of Business Waglish, College of 
Commerce and Business Adrninistration, 

Tulane University of Louisiana. 

The mechanical features and ef- 
fective principles of letter writing are 
outlined and their practical applica- 
tion made clear by actual examples. 


329 Pages Cloth 534x814 $2.50 
D. VAN NOSTRAND COMPANY, Inc. 


Publishers Since 1848 
Eight Warren Street, New York 


THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


ITS GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
BY 
LAURENCE F. SCHMECKEBIER 


964 pages. Octavo. 1928. Cloth $5. 





The government of the District of Columbia is unique 
in that it is the only political subdivision* in the 
United States.in which all the powers of government— 


Federal, State, county, and municipal—are vested 
solely in Congress; it is also unique in that it is the 
only community in the Continental United States 


which has no suffrage and no form of representative 
government. 


While the United States is the ultimate source of 
all authority the exercise of legislative and executive 
powers is divided among a number of agencies. Con- 
gress itself acts as both a state legislature and a city 
council, but it has also delegated certain limited ordi- 
nance-making power to other agencies. Administrative 
powers are divided among District and Federal agen- 
cies dealing solely with District affairs and among 
Federal agencies concerned with both District and 
Federal matters. 

The present volume contains a detailed account of the 
several agencies concerned with the government of the 
District, and their relations to one another. It includes 
their their 
activities, outlines of organization and personnel and 


accounts of development, analyses of 


statements of appropriations. 
Orders should be addressed to 
THE JOHNS HOPKINS PRESS, 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 
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THE ORGANIZATION 
OF KNOWLEDGE 


AND 
THE SYSTEM OF THE SCIENCES 


By HENRY E. BLISS 


Librarians will find that this 
book does exactly what the title 
promises. It gives a clear and 
compact survey of the great move- 
ment in which libraries are vital; 
shows the relation of special sub- 
jects to general subjects, and to 
the whole system; and presents a 
basis for classification that no li- 
brarian can afford not to assimi- 
late. Approved by leading librar- 
ians and scientists. $5.00 


HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY, Inc. 


One Park Avenue New York City 


























The National Cyclopedia 





of American Biography 





A Continuing Publication 


For forty years it has been compiling 
from original sources Histories of Busi- 
ness and Industrial Organizations in the 
lives of their Founders, Promoters and 
Presidents or Directors. 

These Industrial Biographies, nearly 
5,000 in number, present a wealth of 
original information not to be found 
elsewhere. 


The Twenty-Two Volumes 
To Date 


contain 25,000 Biographies covering 
every period of American History and 
every section of the United States. 

The biographies, from 500 to 3000 words 
in length, are illustrated with more 
than 15,000 Portraits. 

Price $15.00 per Volume in Library 
Buckram 


Send for Prospectus and Specimen Pages. 
JAMES T. WHITE & CO., Publishers 


70 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

















New Edition Now Ready 








Henley’s Twentieth Cen 
tury Book of Recipes, 
Formulas and 
Processes 


10,000 


Trade Secrets, Scien. 
| tific Formulas, Prag. 
m) tical Recipes, Chemi- 
cal Processes 






How to make eve;y- 

thing for the Hoxie, 
the Factory and 
the Workshop 


Price $4.00 Bound in Cloth, or $5.00 Bound 
in Textile Art Leather 

Tells how to make almost everything under 
the sun, including cosmetics, mucilage, anti- 
freeze solutions, battery solutions, beverages, 
cheese, chewing gum, cleaning preparations, 
extracts, hair preparations, inks,  blueing, 
leather polish, mirrors, perfume, polishes, type- 
writer ribbons, carbon paper, washing powders, 
liquid soap, and thousands of other profitable 
household, workshop and scientific formule— 
trade secrets—chemical recipes—processes and 
money making ideas, 


This Is the Book Everyone Should Have 
10,000 FORMULAS 
A Real Gold Mine of Money-Making Ideas 


It is a money-maker and a money-saver; it 
appeals to everyone. Great business enterprises 
owe their success to the manufacture or sale 
of simple inventions or compounds, usually the 
result of an experiment at home. One woman 
writes: “I am supporting myself and two small 
children from the sale of toilet articles I put 
up by following directions in your book.” 
Profit by the knowledge that has made others 
successful. Get this book today. 


A most valuable Reference Book of 8 
(6 x 9) pages for the home—the factory—the 
office and the workshop. 


Special circular describing this book 
sent on request 
NORMAN W. HENLEY PUBLISHING CO. 
2 West 45th Street, NEW YORK 


Please patronize our Advertisers 
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New McGraw-Hill Books 


LOCK WOOD’S +f 
Industrial Advertising 


Copy 
BY R. BIGELOW LOCKWOOD, 


Advertising Counselor, McGraw-Hill 
Publishing Co., Inc. 


326 pages, 544x8, 96 illustrations, $3.00 


Step- -by-step directions for the planning and 
writing of effective industrial advertising 


“CHURCH'S 
Manufacturing Costs and 


Accounts 
New Second Edition 
BY A. HAMILTON CHURCH 

516 pages, 6x9, 144 illustrations, $6.00 
A general description of manufacturing ac- 
counts, a thorough treatise on cost account- 
ing and a discussion of the nature of reports 
and returns and their relation to the general 
accounting system. 


HUMPHREYS’ 
Physics of the Air 


New Second Edition 
BY W. J. HUMPHREYS, 
Meteorological Physicist, U. S. Weather Bureau 
645 pages, 6x9, 226 illustrations, $6.00 


A thorough discussion of the mechanics and 
thermodynamics of the atmosphere, of 
meteorological acoustics, of atmospheric op- 
tics and of the factors involved in climatic 


control. 
MACLEAN’S 


Life Insurance 
New Second Edition 
BY JOSEPH B. MACLEAN, 


Assistant Actuary, Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


oo N.. ¥, 
McGraw-Hill Insurance Series 
544 pages 5% x 8, $4.00 


A thorough revision of this practical and non- 
technical explanation of the principles and 
Practice of the life insurance business in all 
its phases, to meet the requirements of em- 
ployees and executives in life insurance com- 
panies both in the home office and in the 
field as well as of students. 


McGRAW-HILL BOOK CO., INC. 
370-Seventh Avenue 
New York 













Place These Books 

at the Disposal of 

Your Members! | 

oe : 

How to Speak Effectively 
By GEORGE ERIC PEABODY 


Assistant Professor of Public Speaking, New York | 
State College of Agriculture, Cornell University. | 


This is a practical manual written ex-| 
pressly for business or professional men, | 
fraternity men, and all others who are 
called upon occasionally for speeches 
and haven't time to make a thorough 
study of the subject. 

Six Outstanding Features: 

1. It is brief. 
2. It contains no waste 
and is non-technical. 
3. It contains a valuable section on 
Parliamentary Law. 
4. It is practical. It tells step by! 
step just what to do. 
It contains a model outline. 
It is inexpensive. 


$1.50 


Present Day Labor Relations 

By PAUL F. GEMMILL 

Assistant Professor of Economics, University of Penn- 

sylvania 

This book treats critically the im- 

| portant problem of employer-employee 

relationship. It examines leading types 

of collective negotiations from the view 

of the employer, employee and the 
public. 

In the preparation of the book, the 
author availed himself of the opportuni- 
ty to utilize the aid of various experts 
including labor leaders, economists, and 
leaders of industry. In short, the dis- 
cussion is based on concrete facts and 
sound reasoning. 


$3.00 


material, 


Our 


By C. CANBY BALDERSTON 
With a Foreword by Morris E. LEeps, 
President, The Leeds and Northrup Company 


. a book discussing every phase of 
the question—methods . . . actual plans 

. working plans of numerous well- 
known plants . . . discussions of im- 
provements in technique. 

. a new order of business opera- 
tion with which every executive and 
company head should be familiar. And 
this is the only book published on the 
subject. 





$2.50 


JOHN WILEY & SONS, INC. 
440 Fourth Avenue, New York 
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Managerial Profit Sharing 
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New Crowell Books 





Introduction to 
Agricultural 
Economics 


By FRED R. YODER 


(State College of Washington) 


An unusually comprehensive sur- 


vey of this ‘“‘new Science,” dis- 

cussing every phase from land 

tenure to farm management. 
$3.00 


The New 
Citizenship 


By SEBA ELDRIDGE 


(University of Kansas) 
A study of American politics, in- 
difference to the ballot, the weak- 
ness of Democracy, etc. 
$2.50 
Send for Complete Spring List. 





THOMAS ¥Y. 


393 FOURTH AVENUE 


CROWELL CO. 


NEW YORK 


| 
| 

















Grust Companies Magazine 


The only publication in the United States which devotes itself primarily to 
latest and practical information relating to trust department operations should be 
in the library of every trust company and bank which is actively engaged in trust 
business. Annual subscription price $5.00. 


Trust Companies Magazine should also be in the library of every university and college where 
students are preparing themselves for banking or financial careers. 
Grust Companies Magazine is a valuable adjunct to every business research as well as law 
library. 
Write for subscription or sample copy to 
Crust Companies Magazine 
55 Liberty Street, New York City 

















INVALUABLE FOR REFERENCE 
Preserve your copies. The COMMERCE AND FINANCE record of each 


year, and the statistics furnished, are invaluable for reference. Preserve your 
copies in permanent-file form. Then you will have a priceless business digest 
and statistical record. 

We can furnish missing numbers, bind your copies, supply a 

carefully compiled analytical index at these low prices: 





The Analytical Index alone... . $2.00 bound, and Index supplied.. 6.00 
A binder to hold the year’s file.. 2.00 | A complete Bound Volume, with 

Your own copies _ serviceably OE tye! ees 
E,2HGKEY"” COMMERCE AND FINANCE i facgng 
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A Source Book 


on Personnel 
National in Scope! 


. Se amyenagects access to nation-wide Personnel inform- 

ation is essential in this period of rapid corporate 
changes. Research and reference libraries, used in analyz- 
ing sales’ field, investment values, credit risks and the busi- 
ness connections of individuals require in every-day routine 
such a compilation as 


Poor’s Register 
of Directors of the United States 


The office and home addresses of 70,000 men who are run- 
ning America’s business are contained in the volume, along 
with their directorships and other business affiliations. 
Subscribers for Poor’s Register also have at their com- 
mand additional Personnel material which this organization 
is constantly gathering from all sections of the United 
States. 


Price $35; including services of 


our Personnel Research Department 


Write for Booklet ‘‘A” 


Poor's 


33 BROADWAY NEW YORK 
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STANDARD LIBRARY TITLES 
at Big Reductions 


For almost half a century we have been offering our patrons similar 
bargains to those listed below. When these books were published, you 
may have passed them up because of a limited book budget. Here is 
your chance to get them brand new in their original editions at only 
a fraction of the published price. 

Our frequently issued descriptive catalogs contain hundreds of similar 
bargains. Write for free copy. 


Sincerely yours, 





These are only a few of our special offers. 
Write for free copy of our 36 page Des- 
criptive Catalog No. 203L. an 





Treasurer and Manager 
These books are offered on approval, delivered postpaid at 


these special prices. 


CELEBRATED TRIALS. Compiled and edited by George Borrow, famous author of 
“‘Lavengro,”’ etc. In two fully illustrated vols. 1928. ($15.00), $6.95 

THE DAYS I KNEW. Lillie Langtry. (Lady de Bathe) Fully illustrated. 1925. 
($5.00), $1.85. The recent death of this world famous beauty occasioned front 
page columns in the newspapers. 

DICKENS’ DAYS IN BOSTON. Edward F. Payne. Fully illustrated. 1927. 
($5.00), $1.75. 

A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN LEGION. Marquis James. Fully illustrated. 
1923. ($4.00), 85c. 

THE IRISH GUARDS IN THE GREAT WAR. Rudyard Kipling. In two fully 
illustrated vols. 1923. ($10.00), $1.98. 

A LOITERER IN LONDON. Helen V. Henderson. Profusely illustrated. 1924. 
($5.00), $1.85. 

MELODIES AND MEMORIES. Nellie Melba. Fully illustrated. 1926. ($5.00), 
$1.85. The life story of the great Prima Donna. 

NEW YORK, NOT SO LITTLE, NOT 'SO OLD. S. M. Lockwood. Edition 
limited to 200 numbered and signed copies. Fully illustrated. 1926. ($20.00), 
$5.95. 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF HANDWRITING. Robert Saudek. IIlustrated. 1926. 
($5.00), $1.75. This authoritative work was published simultaneously in tive 
countries. 

QUEEN MARY OF ENGLAND. Kathleen Woodward. Fully illustrated. 1927. 
($5.00), 98c. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIMES. Shown in his own letters. Joseph 
Bucklin Bishop. In 2 fully illustrated vols. 1920. ($10.00), $3.98. 

A SATCHEL GUIDE TO EUROPE. William J. Rolfe, Litt. D. Revised and en- 
larged edition. Bound in genuine full leather. 1926. ($6.50), $1.98. 

TAKING THE LITERARY PULSE. Joseph Collins. Fully illustrated. 1924. 
($3.00), $1.25. 

WHO’S WHO, 1927. Containing over 3,000 pages and more than 32,000 biogra- 
phies. 1927. ($16.00), $6.95. This edition covers the entire world and is not 
restricted to America. 

WOODROW WILSON, Life and Letters. Ray Stannard Baker. In 2 fully illus- 
trated vols. 1927. ($10.00), $4.45. 


UNION LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


ESTABLISHED 1884 
118-120 East 25th Street, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


$a 
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HARPER BUSINESS BOOKS 
Spring Publications 1929 


THE SAVARIN COOK BOOK, by B. Allevi..... ities cies Probable Price $6.00 
INTRODUCTION TO ADVERTISING ILLUSTRATION, by 

NN ECC CCCTE LE PP OE EERO A LRP TL Price $4.00 
PSYCHIATRY IN INDUSTRY, by Dr. V. V. Anderson...... Price $4.00 
COMMODITY EXCHANGES, by Julius B. Baer and George P. 

SEES a <'5'ko 00-42 00-6 i. ieee a ee OrA a aaa ae oie Price $5.00 
FINANCING OF BUSINESS ENTERPRISES, by Avard L. 

RGR os: 6.'0 «cn dnwne cee aales ae ph ded ea eile Rie Probable Price $5.00 
SELLING PUBLIC HOSPITALITY, by J. O. Dahl......... Price $6.00 
ACCOUNTING IN THE LUMBER INDUSTRY, by H. W. 

Es b's w d'0's 0s 4 ann both o ae eee ba Pee Probable Price $6.00 
GOVERNMENTAL PURCHASING, by Russell Forbes...... Price $5.00 
TURNING PEOPLE INTO GOLD, by Kenneth M. Goode... Price $3.50 
BUDGETARY CONTROL OF DISTRIBUTION, by Thomas 

EE co. +s da sag h wh cael lens tae aeses Probable Price $4.00 
SALES MANAGEMENT FUNDAMENTALS, by Richard C. 

ee ass ai gs ans hta dy WEE ALES OE Mee Ea Price $3.50 
SECRET OF SUCCESSFUL RESTAURANTS, by Alice Foote : 

OS EERIE Sere Mees) erm hn ne at RSS c= Price $3.50 
ELECTRICAL UTILITIES: THE CRISIS IN PUBLIC 

CONTROL, by William E. Mosher and others............ Probable Price $4.00 
THE NEW PLACE OF THE STOCKHOLDER, by John H. 

a hig Sete de etek ei eain each ius ides eee Price $4.00 
BRITISH INDUSTRY TODAY, by Ben and Sylvia Selekman Price $3.00 
CORPORATION PROFITS, by Laurence H. Sloan.......... Price $3.50 
ELEMENTARY ACCOUNTING, by Frank H. Streightoff.... Price $5.00 
INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS MANAGEMENT, by Her- 

NTNU cs do Win Vass cod ekeheadsaumevesbeae ee Price $5.00 
SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT OF AMERICAN INDUS- 

ee re Probable Price $5.00 
SALES QUOTAS, by Percival White....................... Price $4.00 
THE ADVERTISING PARADE. An Anthology of the Best 

Advertisements of 1928, edited by Robert Hunt............. Price $5.00 





Get these books at your bookstore. Or return this advertisement to us with 
your business card and they will be mailed direct on approval for free 
examination. Copy of Business Book Catalog sent free on request. 











HARPER &* BROTHERS 49 East 33rd Street, NEW YORK CITY 
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Please patronize our Advertisers 























The largest metal library 


equipment job in the worl 


The Free Library of Philadelphia, with its stately French archi- 
tecture, is one of the city’s most imposing buildings. The en- 
tire equipment is of Art Metal. Horace Trumbauer, architect. 


Send for beautiful free book 


describing fully this complete 
Art Metal Installation 


CARLOADS~—over 2,783,000 pounds—of Art 
15 Metal equipment were used in the magnificent 
new Free Library of Philadelphia. From the massive 
bronze entrance doors to the simplest fuse box, Art 
Metal has replaced wood. 

Art Metal had the immense facilities to fill every 
specification. ...to execute every new design. For forty 
years Art Metal has been producing equipment for 
banks, libraries and public buildings. This installation 
shows the great value of that long experience. It is a 
signal example of Art Metal’s ability to adapt its crafts- 
manship to the architect’s design and the administra- 
tion’s purpose. 

Write for this beautiful free 48-page book. In it you 
will find many examples of effective handling of library 
problems. Just address your request to Art Metal 


Construction Company, Jamestown, N. Y. 





Beautiful 48-page book contains over 60 plates,fall : 
and complete list of equipment—AIA File No. 35089 
supplement of specifications on Art Metal Library ip 


Art Meta 


JAMESTOWN - NEW YORK 


BRONZE AND STEEL INTERIOR EQUIP 
FOR BANKS, LIBRARIES & PUBLIC BUILDDN 
. HOLLOW METAL DOORS AND TRIMS » 


is 
‘4 
: 
: 
€ 








evwX¥X¥xX—aKm—_—_ 


Bound in 


HOLUSTON 














ENCYCLOPA-DIA BRITANNICA 
Humanized and Picturized 


The new 14th Edition of the Britannica, a complete resurvey 
of all the world knowledge, is unquestionably the greatest of 
all editions of this internationally famous work 


The Special Library Form in 24 volumes, recently announced, 
is a noticeably splendid example of fine book-making. 
Holliston is justly proud that Library Buckram was selected 
for the binding material. 


THE HOLLISTON MILLS, INC., NORWOOD, MASS. 
BOSTON NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO ST. LOUIS 
THE NORMAN F HALL CO., SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


AGENTS INDEPENDENT PRINTERS’ SUPPLY CO., LOS ANGELES, CAL 
THE WILSON-MUNROE CO., LTD., TORONTO, ONT 


In answering Advertisements mention Special Libraries 











While at the 






Washington Conference 








visit BOOTH No. 53 and become acquainted with 


THE ENGINEERING INDEX SERVICE 


The only medium whereby Special Librarians can render 
a complete **Technical Intelligence Service” 


to their Organizations. 


Last vear (1928) over 47.000 annotations and Index Cards and over 3.000 cross 
references were issued covering all branches of Engineering. These cards were issued 
on an average, within a week from date of receipt of publication in The Index Edi- 


torial rooms. and. in some cases, within 48 hours. 


This Service automatically indexes, with annotations, all the Technical Journals 
to which you subscribe and in addition advises you of the contents of all others 


while they are still in their current issue. 


It is the only source from which there will come to your attention, from all over 
the world, new ideas and information that will! help to solve the problems confront- 
ing those you serve and who call upon you for the fullest up-to-the minute informa- 


tion. 


If you cannot attend the Washington Conference fill out and mail the attached coupon. 


Director, THE ENGINEERING INDEX SERVICE. DIGG sen sisiessistasssxiocennaseeeuieeee eee 
Room 605, 29 West 39th Street, New York, N. Y. 
Dear Sir: 

I am interested in your Weekty Carp Inpex Service and would like to have you send me, 
by return mail, your circular describing this Service and terms. I am interested in..........scsseceseeseeen 
Oe SE Engineering. Send specimen cards. 











